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population. 
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Figure 23-257 Signs of Passage 


23.21.1. Low Light Conditions 


Evaders should try to make use of low light conditions. Low light or darkness provides 
concealment and in some cases there is also less enemy traffic. If, out of military necessity, the 
enemy is active during the hours of darkness or low light, evaders may then find it wise to move 
in the early morning or late afternoon. Night movement is slower, more demanding, and more 
detailed than daylight movement, but it can be done. If travel is to be done during darkness, the 
terrain to be traversed should be observed during daylight if possible. While observing the area to 
be traveled, evaders should give attention to areas offering possible concealment as well as the 
location of obstacles and hazards they may encounter on their route. If the evader has a map, a 
detailed study of it should be made. Certain features (ditches, roads, burned-off areas, etc.) may 
not be on the evaders' map. Such pre-travel reconnoitering of an area will give evaders a head 
start on knowing how to adapt their travel movements and camouflage from point to point. Low 
light conditions can degrade the capability of night vision devices (NVD) used by the enemy. 


23.21.2. Routes 


Evaders should try to memorize the routes they will take and the compass headings to their 
destinations. This information should not be written down on the map or on other pieces of 
material. 


e If traveling through hilly country that provides cover, the military crest (two thirds of the way 
up) should be used as it may be the safest route. An evader traveling at this point on a hillside 
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reduces the possibility of silhouetting themselves against the skyline at the top of the hill. 
Additionally, it enables them to move quickly away from an advancing enemy from above or 
below (Figure 23-38). 


Figure 23-268 Military Crest 


e When it is necessary to cross the skyline at a high point in the terrain, an evader should crawl 
to it and approach the crest slowly using all natural concealment possible. How the skyline is 
to be crossed depends on whether it is likely the skyline at that point is under hostile 
observation. Evaders may never be certain any area is not under observation. When a choice 
of position is possible, the skyline is to be crossed at a point of irregular shapes such as rocks, 
debris, bushes, fence lines, etc. An evader's route should avoid game trails and human paths 
on the tops of ridges. 


Evaders should move slowly taking the time to stop, look, and listen every few paces. 
Additionally, they should avoid making noises that will indicate their presence to the enemy. 
They should take advantage of all cover to avoid revealing themselves. Background noise can 
be either a help or hindrance to those who are trying to move quietly - both the evaders and the 
enemy. Sudden bird and animal cries, or their absence, may alert evaders to the presence of 
the enemy, but those same signals can also warn the enemy of an approaching or fleeing evader. 
Sudden movement of birds or animals is also something to look out for. 


If spotted, the evader should leave the area quickly by moving in a zigzag route to their goal if 
at all possible. If the enemy finds evidence of the evaders' passage, their route may help 
confuse the pursuer as to direction and goal. 


23.21.3. Techniques to Conceal Evidence of Travel 
The following are some techniques of limiting or concealing evidence of travel. Evaders should: 


e Avoid disturbing any vegetation above knee level. Evaders should not grab at or break off 
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branches, leaves, or tall grass. 


e Move gently through tall grass or brush, pushing your feet through the grass rather than 
stomping it down. Avoid using thrashing movements of your hands and arms which may also 
disturb vegetation. A walking stick may be used to part the vegetation in front, and then it can 
be used behind to push the vegetation back to its original position. The best time to move is 
when the wind is blowing the grass. 


e Realize that grabbing small trees or brush as handholds may scuff the bark at eye level. The 
movement of trees can be spotted very easily from a distance. In snow country, using trees 
may mark a path of snowless vegetation that can be spotted from a distance when tracks cannot. 


e Select firm footing and place the feet lightly but squarely on the surface avoiding the following: 

— Overturning duff, rocks, and sticks. 
— Scuffing bark on logs and sticks. 
— Making noise by breaking sticks. 
— Slipping, this may make noise. 
— Mangling of low grass and bushes that would normally spring back. 

23.21.4. Masking Tracks in Snow 

Evaders can mask their tracks in snow by: 


e Using a zigzag route from one point of concealment to the next and, when possible, placing 
the unavoidable tracks in the shadows of trees, brush, and along downed logs and snowdrifts. 


e Restricting movement before and during snowfall so tracks will fill in. This may be the only 
safe time to cross roads, frozen rivers, etc. 


e Traveling during and after windy periods when wind blows clumps of snow from trees, 
creating a pockmarked surface which may hide footprints. 


e Remembering that manufactured or improvised snowshoes leave bigger tracks, but they are 
shallower tracks which are more likely to fill in during heavy snowfall. Branches or bough 
snowshoes make less discernible prints. 


23.21.5. Avoiding Tracks in Loose Soil 
Evaders' tracks in sand, dust, or loose soil should be avoided or else marked by: 


e Using a zigzag route, making use of shadows, rocks, or vegetation to walk on to mask or 
prevent tracks. 


e Wrapping cloth material loosely about the feet as in a Hudson Bay Duffel, in order to make 
tracks less obvious. 


23.21.6. Movement Before or During Wet or Windy Weather 


By moving before or during wet or windy weather, evaders may find that their tracks are 
obliterated or worm down by the elements. Along roadways, evaders should be particularly 
cautious about leaving their tracks in the soft soil to the side of the road. They should step on 
sticks, rocks, or vegetation. They shouldn't leave tracks unless there are already tracks of locals 
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on the road and their tracks can be made to look like the existing ones (bare feet, sandals, or enemy 
footgear). Rolling across the road is a method of avoiding tracks. Walking in wheel ruts with the 
toes parallel to the road will help conceal tracks. If the road surface is dry, sand, dust, or soil tracks 
may be brushed or tamped out to make them look old or will help the wind erase them more 
quickly. This must be done lightly, however, so the tracks do not look as if they have been 
deliberately swept over. Mud will retain footprints unless the mud is shallow and there is a heavy 
rain. Evaders should try to go around these areas. 


23.22. Movement Techniques Which Limit the Potential for Detection of Evaders (Group) 


Many principles and techniques which work for the individual are also appropriate for use in 
groups. While it is not true that the only safe way to evade is individually, there is a certain danger 
in moving with a group. It is generally not advisable to evade in a group larger than three. If 
possible, the senior person should divide the group into pairs. Paired individuals must be 
compatible. Group evasion can be advantageous because supplementary assistance is available in 
case of injury, in defense against hostile elements, in travel over rough terrain, and it provides 
moral support. 


e In group evasion, movement becomes critical. But remember, movement attracts attention. 


e The intervals and distances between individuals in the group should be made according to the 
terrain, vegetation, and the light conditions. Intervals will probably need to be greater during 
the day. The natural but dangerous tendency to "bunch up" is to be avoided when traveling in 
a group. 


If the undergrowth is light, the interval between evaders must be greater. Added consideration 
must be taken in deciding whether to travel at night or during the day. The leader will direct 
and guide the group to and from the best positions. All communications within the group 
should be made with silent signals only. Security in group evasion is of paramount importance. 
All members should stay alert. Security posts, lookouts, or guards should be designated for 
periods of rest or stopping. 


23.22.1. Evasion Formations 


Various formations are available for use by the evading group during periods of travel. The group 
must be flexible and able to adapt to changes in the conditions of the situation. The type of 
formation may also change with the route. In choosing a formation, the following points should 
be considered: 


e Group control and intercommunications 
e Security 

e Terrain 

e Speed in movement 

e Visibility 

e Weather 

e Enemy presence 


e The need for dispersion 
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e Flexibility of change in speed and direction of travel 


A formation is merely the arrangement of individuals within a group. This arrangement is designed 
to give the greatest dispersion consistent with adequate intercommunication, ease and speed of 
movement, and flexibility to change direction and speed of travel at a moment's notice; that is, 
close control. Any arrangement which provides the above advantages is satisfactory. 


23.22.1.1. Squad File 


In a squad file, the evaders are arranged in a single file, or one directly behind the other, at different 
distances. The distance will vary depending on need for security, terrain, visibility, group control, 
etc. It is primarily used when moving over terrain which is so restrictive that the squad cannot 
adopt any other formation. It is also used when visibility is poor and squad control becomes 
difficult. 


23.22.1.1.1. Squad File Advantages 


When people are in a squad file, it is easy to control the group and provide maximum observation 
of the flanks. This is a fast way to travel, especially in the snow. 


23.22.1.1.2. Squad File Disadvantages 


There are disadvantages to this type of movement. A major one is that this formation is visually 
eye-catching. All the noise of the group is also concentrated in one place. This type of formation 
is easily defined and infiltrated. Depending on how many people are in the group, the area they 
walk through can become very packed down and easily detected by the enemy. If the group in the 
squad file is small, some members may have to double up on jobs; however, the point or lookout 
scout should be in the lead and should only perform that job (Figure 23-39). 
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Figure 23-27 Squad File Formation 
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23.22.1.2. Squad Column 


In the squad column, personnel are arranged in two files. The personnel are more closely 
controlled and yet maneuverable in any direction. There is greater dispersion with reasonable 
control for all-round security. It is used when terrain and visibility are less restrictive because it 
provides the best means of moving armed personnel into dispersed all-round security. It is easy to 
change into either the file or the line. 


23.22.1.2.1. Squad Column Advantages 


There are many advantages to this type of formation, a major one being a greater dispersal of 
personnel. Visually, this way of moving is less eye-catching, and the sounds the group makes are 
less concentrated. With this formation, the rate of travel is reasonable, yet there is no well trampled 
corridor for enemy trackers to follow. 


23.22.1.2.2. Squad Column Disadvantages 


There are a few disadvantages to movement in this manner. This formation of travel is hard to 
control in areas of dense vegetation with poor visibility and makes straying from the group likely. 
Although the paths may be faint, this mode of travel will also form a large number of trails. The 
rate of travel will be slower overall when traveling this way. An example of how personnel may 
be dispersed using the squad column methods is shown in Figure 23-40. 
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Figure 23-280 Squad Column Formation 
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23.22.1.3. Squad Line 


In the squad line, all personnel are arranged in a line. This formation is used primarily by the 
Army as an assault formation because it is best for short, fast movements. 


23.22.1.4. Squad Line Advantages 


The advantage of this formation is that it is the quickest way to cross such obstacles as roads, 
fences, and small open spaces. It provides for tight control of individual movement while 
providing security for short-distance moves. 


23.22.1.5. Squad Line Disadvantages 


The disadvantages are that there are extreme communication and control problems. Some 
personnel in this formation may be forced to traverse undesirable rough terrain in contrast to the 
other two formations. Figure 23-41 illustrates the organization of personnel in this type formation. 
The speed at which these formations will progress will vary with terrain, light, cover, enemy 
presence, health of personnel, etc. 
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Figure 23-291 Squad Line Formation 
23.22.2. Movement Techniques 


Regardless of the formation used, the evader should pay particular attention to the technique used 
to travel. Knowing how to walk or crawl may make the difference between success and failure. 


23.22.2.1. Walking Techniques 


Correct walking techniques can provide safety and security to the evader. Solid footing can be 
maintained by keeping the weight totally on one foot when stepping, raising the other foot high to 
clear brush, grass, or other natural obstacles, and gently letting the foot down, toe first. Feel with 
the toe to pick a good spot, solid and free of noisy materials. Lower the heel only after finding a 
solid spot with the toe. Shift the weight and balance in front of the lowered foot and continue. 
Take short steps to avoid losing balance. When vision is impaired at night, a wand, probe, or staff, 
should be used. Care should be taken to avoid using the wand, probe, or staff like a walking stick 
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leaving evidence of travel. By moving these aids in a figure-eight motion from near the ground to 
head height, obstructions may be felt. 


23.22.2.2. Crawling Techniques 


Another method of movement is by crawling. Crawling is useful when a low silhouette is required. 
There are times when evaders must move with their bodies close to the ground to avoid being seen 
and to penetrate some obstacles. There are three ways to do this: the low crawl, the high crawl, 
and the hands-and-knees position. Evaders should use the method best suited to the condition of 
visibility, ground cover, concealment available, and speed required. 


23.22.2.2.1. The Low Crawl 


This can be done either on the stomach or back, depending on the requirement. The body is kept 
flat and movement is made by moving the arms and legs over the ground (Figure 23-42). 


Figure 23-302 Low Crawl 
23.22.2.2.2. The High Crawl 


This is a position of higher silhouette than the low crawl position, but the high crawl position is 
lower than the hands and knees position. The body is free of the ground with the weight of the 
body resting on the forearms and lower legs. Movement is made by alternately advancing the right 
elbow and left knee, left elbow and right knee, with elbows and knees laid flat on their inside 
surfaces (Figure 23-43). 


Figure 23-313 High Crawl 
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23.22.2.3. Controlled Movement 


The low crawl and high crawl are not always suitable when very near an enemy. They sometimes 
cause the evader to make a shuffling noise which is easily heard. On the other hand, carefully 
controlled movement can be made to be silent, and these techniques present the lowest possible 
silhouettes. 


23.22.2.4. The Hands-and-Knees Crawl 


This position is used when near an enemy. Noise must be avoided, and a relatively high silhouette 
is permissible. It should only be used when there is enough ground cover and concealment to hide 
the higher silhouette involved (Figure 23-44). 


Figure 23-324 Hands and Knees Crawl 


23.23. Rally Points 


If evaders are moving as a group and are forced to disperse, being able to account for everyone 
after regrouping is important. Likely locations for rallying points are selected during map study 
or reconnaissance. 


23.23.1. Selecting a Rallying Point 


Rally points provide a group of evaders with a location to join back up should they become 
separated. Select rally points that are easily identifiable such as creek/river intersections, GPS 
coordinates, offsets from road intersections, etc. 


e Always select an initial rallying point. If a suitable area for this point is not found during map 
study or reconnaissance, select it by grid coordinates or in relation to terrain features. 


e Select likely locations for rallying points en route. 


e Plan for the selection and designation of additional rallying points en route as the evaders reach 
suitable locations. 


e Plan for the selection of rallying points on both near and far sides of danger areas which cannot 


576 


be bypassed, such as trails and streams. This may be done by planning that, if good locations 
are not available, rallying points will be designated in relation to the danger area; for example, 
"50 yards this side of the trail," or "50 yards beyond the stream." 


23.23.2. Use of Rallying Points 


If dispersed by enemy activity or through accidental separation, each evader in the group should 
be prepared to evade, individually, to the regrouping (rallying) point to arrive at a pre-designated 
time. If this is not possible, the individual will become a "lone evader." The group should not 
make any effort to locate someone not reaching the rally point. The group should formulate a new 
plan with new rallying points and clear the area. Rallying points should be changed or updated as 
they are passed. Points should not be directly on the line or route of travel. By selecting points 
off line, the job of enemy searchers or trackers is made more difficult and the chance of being 
"headed off' or "blind stalked" by the enemy is reduced. If the group is dispersed between rallying 
points en route, the group rallies at the last rallying point or at the next selected rallying point as 
decided by the group. 


23.23.3. Actions at Rallying Points 


Actions to be taken at rallying points must be planned in detail. Plans for actions at the initial 
rallying point and rallying points en route must provide for the continuation of the group as long 
as there is a reasonable chance to evade as a group. When at the rally point, initial plans should 
be new plans should be established given the situation. An example of a plan would be for the 
group to wait for a specified period, after which the senior person present will determine actions 
to be taken based on personnel and equipment present. Even during movement phases, it is 
important to check on the presence and status of all group members. A low toned, actual head 
count starting at the rear of the formation might be one way to do this; hand signals are another. 


23.24. Barriers to Evasion Movement 


Barriers to evasion can be divided into natural barriers, such as rivers or mountains, and manmade 
barriers, such as border guards or fences or roads. Some of these obstacles may be helpful while 
others might be a hindrance. 


23.24.1. Rivers and Streams 


When crossing rivers and streams, bridges and ferries can seldom be used since the enemy 
normally establishes checkpoints at these locations. This leaves a choice of fording, swimming, 
liferaft, or using some improvised method. 


23.24.2. Mountains 


When traveling in mountainous regions, evaders should not forget to use the military crest if 
concealment is available. In plains areas, evaders should use depressions, drainages, or other low 
spots to conceal their movements. Route selection should be planned with the utmost care to avoid 
unnecessary delays caused by terrain. 


23.24.3. Vegetation 


Some swamps, drainage areas, and thickets may be too thick for evaders to penetrate, and may 
require that a detour or alternate route be used. If the vegetation can be moved through, evaders 
should take care not to leave evidence of passage by disturbing the growth. 


23.24.4. Weather 
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Weather can sometimes be used to screen evaders from the enemy. Certain weather conditions 
mask the noise made by traveling. Moving during a rainstorm may erase the footprints left by an 
evader; but after the rain the soft soil will leave definite signs of passage. Thunder may mask the 
sounds evaders make, but lightning may cause them to be seen. Snowstorms may be used to cover 
evaders' signs and sounds, but once the storm is over, evaders must use extreme care not to leave 
a trail. 


23.24.5. Manmade Barriers 


Evaders may also encounter a wide variety of manmade barriers while traveling within enemy 
territory or when attempting to leave a controlled area. As a general rule, evaders should not 
attempt to penetrate these barriers if they can be bypassed. If an analysis of the situation reveals 
the barriers cannot be bypassed, evaders must be skilled in the methods and techniques for dealing 
with specific manmade barriers to evasion. If possible, move to a less fortified (controlled) area 
or find a better damaged area in the barrier. 


23.24.5.1. Trip Wires 


These wires may be attached to pyrotechnics, booby traps, sensor devices, mines, etc. These wires 
are normally thin, olive green (or other colors that blend with the environment), strong, and 
extremely difficult to see. A supple piece of wood with a piece of string attached can be 
improvised and used as a wand to detect these wires (Figure 23-45). 
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Figure 23-335 Trip Wires 


e A tripwire may be set up to be from one inch to a number of feet above the ground and to 
extend any number of feet from the device to which it is attached. 


e The pressure necessary to activate a sensing device, mine, pyrotechnic device, or other trap- 
associated device to which the wire may be connected can vary from a few ounces to several 
pounds. The evader must be very careful when attempting to determine the presence of these 
devices. 


e Once a tripwire has been detected, evaders should move around the wire if possible. If not 
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possible, they should go either over or under it. They should not tamper with or cut the wire. 
If one device is discovered, be alert for backup devices. 


e A number of devices activated by tripwires have a combination pressure-release arming 
mechanism. Cutting the wire or releasing the tension in the wire may activate the device. 
Some devices are electrically activated when there is a change in the current flowing through 
the attached wire - either because the wire is cut, in some way grounded, or otherwise altered. 
Evaders should take extreme care to avoid touching tripwires, but if contact is made, they must 
try to avoid sufficient pressure for activation. 


23.24.5.2. Illumination Flares 


Illumination flares can be activated by evaders themselves by a tripwire, by the enemy in the form 
of electronically activated ground flares, or by flares dropped from an overflying aircraft. Other 
overhead flares may be fired by mortars, rifles, artillery, and hand projectors. 


23.24.5.2.1. Overhead Flares 


If evaders hear the launching burst of an overhead flare, they should, if possible, get down while 
it is rising and remain motionless. If evaders are caught in the light of a flare when they blend 
well with the background, they should freeze in position and not move until the flare goes out. 
The shadow of a tree will provide some protection. If caught in an open area, evaders may elect 
to crouch low or lie on the ground and, as a general rule, should not move after the area is 
illuminated. 


23.24.5.2.2. Ground Flares 


If evaders are caught in the light of a ground flare and their position is such that the risk of 
remaining is greater than that of moving, they should move quickly out of the area. If within a 
series of obstacles or an obstacle system, evaders must remember running can be extremely 
dangerous because of the obstacles in the area and the fact that movement, especially fast 
movement, catches the eyes of an observer. If it is determined they cannot quickly move out of 
the area because of possible serious injuries due to existing obstacles or because they may be 
observed by the enemy, evaders should drop to the ground and conceal themselves as much as 
possible. Evaders should remember the light of a flare (either ground or overhead bursts) is 
temporarily blinding and the eyes should be covered to conserve night vision. 


23.24.5.3. Fences 


Various types of chain and wire fences may hinder the progress of evaders who are moving to the 
safety of friendly areas. 


23.24.5.3.1. Electrical Fences 


For indications of electrical fences, security or livestock, evaders should watch for dead animals, 
insulators, flashes from wires during storms, humming sound, and short circuits causing sparks 
(Figure 23-46). 
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Figure 23-346 Electrified Fences 
23.24.5.3.2. Barbed Wire 


Evaders should use a wand to check for booby traps between strands of multi-strand barbed wire. 
Generally, they should penetrate the fence under the wire closest to the ground with the body 
parallel or perpendicular to the wire, depending on circumstances (Figure 23-47). They should lie 
flat on their backs both to project the lowest possible silhouette and to provide good visibility of 
the wire against the sky. A stick can sometimes be used to lift the barbed wire. If the lowest 
barbed wire is close to the ground and is tight, evaders may have to modify their approach to the 
problem. 


Figure 23-357 Penetrating Barbed Wire Fence 
23.24.5.3.3. Concertina Wire 


Concertina wire is penetrated with the body perpendicular to the wire using a probe to lift the 
concertina wire if it is not secured to the ground (Figure 23-48). If the wire is secured to the 
ground, the evader can crawl between the loops. If two loops are not separated enough, they may 
be tied apart using shoe laces, string, suspension line, or strips of cloth. After passing through, the 
ties should be removed for future use and to erase evidence of travel. 
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Figure 23-368 Penetrating Concertina Wire 
23.24.5.3.4. Chain Link Fences 


Chain link fences are often used around highly sensitive zones, which are typically more highly 
guarded and patrolled than other areas. There also may be other traps or devices installed. The 
fence may also be electrified. If the fence must be penetrated, the evader should go under it if 
possible. If digging is required, the soil should be placed on the opposite side so it can be replaced 
to remove evidence. Climbing the fence is recommended only as a last resort. 


23.24.5.3.5. Rail and Split Rail Fences 


Evaders may encounter rail and split-rail fences while evading or escaping. The fences are 
penetrated by going under or between lower rails if possible. If not, evaders should go over at the 
lowest point, projecting as low a silhouette as possible (Figure 23-49). They should check between 
the rails and on the other side of the fence to detect tripwires or booby traps. Firmness of the 
ground should be checked on both sides of the fence. The body should be parallel to the fence 
before penetration. 


Figure 23-49 Penetrating Log Fence 
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23.24.5.4. Raked or Plowed Areas 


Raked or plowed areas may be found in areas of both low and high density security. If such an 
area is encountered, it should be avoided if possible. If it can’t be avoided evaders should roll 
across the area, after making sure it is not a mine field, to avoid leaving footprints; or they may 
side-step, walk backwards, or brush out footprints. Any of the above may be done when it is a 
requirement not to leave clear-cut evidence of the direction of movement. 


23.24.5.5. Roads 


Roads are common barriers to evasion and escape. When roads are encountered, evaders should 
closely observe the road from concealment to determine enemy travel patterns (Figure 23-50). 
Crossing from points offering best concealment such as bushes, shadows, etc., is best (Figure 
23-51). Evaders should cross at straight stretches of road in open country and from the outside to 
the inside of curves in hilly or wooded areas. This allows the evader to see in both directions so 
the chance of being spotted or surprised in the open is minimized. Avoid leaving tracks both in 
the road and on the shoulder of the road. 


Figure 23-370 Manmade Barrier to Evasion 


Figure 23-381 Crossing Roads 
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23.24.5.6. Culverts and Drains 


Culverts and drains offer excellent means of crossing a road unobserved (Figure 23-52). They 
should be checked for trip wires and hazardous animals/insects. Beware of getting stuck or leaving 
evidence of travel. 


Figure 23-392 Crossing At Culverts 
23.24.5.7. Railroad Tracks 


Railroad tracks often lie in the path of evaders. If so, evaders should use the same procedures for 
observation as for roads. If it is determined that tracks are patrolled, a check should be made for 
booby traps and tripwires between tracks. Aligning the body parallel to the track with face down 
next to the first track, evaders should carefully move across the first track in a semi-pushup motion, 
repeating for the second track and subsequent sets of tracks (Figure 23-53). If there is a third rail, 
they should avoid touching it as it could be electrified. Sound detectors can also be attached and 
can reveal any crossing if a track is touched. If determined from observation that the tracks are 
not patrolled, evaders should cross in a normal walking or hands-and-knees manner, attempting to 
attract as little attention as possible. Evaders should try to keep their hands and feet on the railroad 
ties to prevent leaving foot or hand prints in the adjacent soil or gravel. 


Figure 23-403 Crawling Over Railroad Tracks 
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23.24.5.8. Ditches 


Deep ditches (such as tank traps or natural drainages) may be obstacles with which evaders must 
deal. Ditches should be entered feet first to avoid injury to the head or upper torso should there be 
large rocks, barbed wire, or other hazards at the bottom (Figure 23-54). Using a wand to detect 
tripwires and booby traps in the ditch and on the sides is highly recommended. Maintaining a low 
silhouette upon exiting the ditch is imperative. 


Figure 23-414 Climbing Down into Drainage 
23.24.6. Open Terrain 


Open terrain complicated by guard towers or walking patrols is a definite hazard to evaders. These 
areas should be avoided if possible. If it becomes necessary to traverse open terrain or come near 
guard towers, evaders should stay low to the ground and, when possible, travel at night or during 
inclement weather. Use terrain masking since night vision devices may be used near border areas 
(Figure 23-55). 


Figure 23-425 Open Terrain 
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23.24.6.1. Artificial Obstacles 


In areas where there is no well-defined terrain feature to indicate the border, artificial obstacles 
such as electrified or barbed wire fences, augmented with tripwires, anti-personnel mines, or flares 
may be encountered. Open areas may be patrolled by humans or dogs, or both, particularly during 
the hours of darkness. The enemy may also use floodlights and plowed strips as aids to detecting 
evaders. The plan to cross a border must be deliberate and must be designed to take advantage of 
unusually bad weather (as a major distraction to the enemy force) or areas where security forces 
are overextended. These areas are usually found where there are natural obstacles. 


23.24.6.2. Crossings 


Crossings should be made at night, when possible, in battle-damaged areas. If it is necessary to 
cross, evaders should select a crossing point which offers the best protection and cover. They 
should then keep the area under close observation to determine: 


e The number of guards in the area. 

e The manner of their posting. 

e Aerial patrols and their frequency. 

e The limits of the areas they patrol. 

e Location of mines, flares, or tripwires. 
23.24.7. FEBA 


When evaders are near the FEBA they should also watch out for friendly patrols. If a patrol is 
spotted, evaders should remain in position and allow the patrol to approach them. When the patrol 
is close enough to recognize them, evaders should have a white cloth displayed before the patrol 
gets close enough to see the movement. A patrol may fire at any movement. Shouting or calling 
out to them jeopardizes both the patrol and the evader. Evaders should stand silently with hands 
over their head and legs apart so their silhouettes are not threatening. If evaders elect not to make 
contact with a patrol, they should, if possible, observe their route and approach friendly lines at 
approximately the same location. This may enable them to avoid mine fields and booby traps. 
(NOTE: The practice of following any patrol is extremely dangerous. The last persons in line are 
charged with security, and anyone following them would be considered hostile and eliminated.) 


23.24.8. Dogs 


Dogs can be a threat to the evader. In this section, the term dog is meant to describe only the 
animals specifically trained in the areas of patrolling, guarding, and searching. Evaders must be 
aware they are working against both the dog and its handler. Evaders have a better chance of 
defeating the dog handler than the dog itself in most cases. If evaders are physically capable, they 
should attempt to maintain the maximum distance possible from dogs. Moving fast through rugged 
terrain will slow and probably defeat the handlers of dogs. Here evaders must choose between 
making mistakes in travel techniques while evading or being caught by dogs if they don't move 
fast enough. 


e Dogs track better when the weather is humid and the air is still - there is less evaporation and 
dissipation of odor. 


e If evaders know they are being followed by dogs, they should try to stay and move in water, if 
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available, for as long as possible to conceal their tracks and eliminate their scent. 


e Evaders should always attempt to move downwind of a dog. This should be attempted when 
they are traveling in open country or penetrating obstacles such as dog guard posts or border 
areas. If penetration of obstacles or escape is planned (after careful location and study of guard 
and dog areas of responsibility and their methods), evaders should select a time for movement 
when noise will distract the dog to a point away from the planned maneuver. 


23.25. Evasion Aids 
23.25.1. Personal Survival Kits (PSK) 


Personnel may sometimes find it practical to devise and carry compact PSK to complement issued 
survival equipment. If Personal Recovery Kits (PRK) are provided, potential evaders should be 
familiar with them, their contents, uses, and limitations. 


23.25.2. Maps and Charts 


Any maps or charts of the area in an evader's possession should not be marked. A marked map in 
enemy hands can lead to the compromise of people and locations where assistance was given. 
Evaders should be wary of even accidentally marking a map; for example, soiled fingers will mark 
a map just as plainly as a pencil. 


23.25.3. Pointee-Talkee 


The "pointee-talkee" is a language aid which contains selected phrases in English on one side of 
the page and foreign language translations on the other side. To use it, evaders determine the 
question and statement to be used in the English text and then point to its foreign language 
counterpart. In reply, the natives will point to the applicable phrase in their own language; evaders 
then read the English translation. 


23.25.3.1. “Pointee-Talkee” Limitation 


The major limitation of the "pointee-talkee" is in trying to communicate with illiterates. In many 
countries the illiteracy rate can be astoundingly high, and personnel have to resort to pantomime, 
sign language, or issued or commercially available Visual Language Survival Guides which have 
been relatively effective. 


23.25.3.2. “Pointee-Talkee” Subheadings 

"Pointee-talkee" phrases are presented under the following eight subheadings: 
e Finding an interpreter. 
e Courtesy phrases. 


e Food and drink. 


Comfort and lodging. 


Communications. 


e Injury. 


Hostile territory. 


e Other military personnel. 
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23.25.4. Barter Kits 


Barter kits are no longer available or an accepted TTP. Barter Kits have resulted in indigenous 
personnel and enemy military personnel hunting IP for the valuables contained in the kit. This can 
result in the death or injury of IP. 


23.25.5. Other Evasion Aids 


Information on other evasion aids and tools is available from unit intelligence personnel and SERE 
Specialists. 


23.25.6. Assisted Evasion 


The success of any assisted evasion organization depends almost entirely upon its security. 
Assisted evasion systems include much planning and work carried out under dangerous conditions. 
The security of the system often depends upon the evader's cooperation and working knowledge 
of how it functions, how it may be contacted, and what rules of personal conduct are expected of 
the evader. History has revealed that in every major conflict there are groups of people in every 
country who will aid a representative of their government's enemies to evade or escape. The 
motivating force behind these groups may vary from monetary considerations, hatred of the current 
leadership, political recognition for their cause, idealistic concepts of government reform, religious 
or cultural norms, or a combination of some or all of these. 


23.25.7. Unplanned Assisted Evasion 


These unplanned acts usually fall into one of three categories: Acts of Mercy, Opportunists, or 
Accidental. These are usually isolated events during which evaders may be provided food, shelter, 
or medical attention for a brief period of time. 


23.25.7.1. Acts of Mercy 


Local people may find an exhausted or incapacitated evader and as an act of mercy provide that 
evader with limited sustenance. This type of assistance is frequently offered with reluctance or 
under fear of reprisal because an act of providing comfort to the enemy would mean punishment. 
Unless an evader is in immediate need of medical attention, acts of mercy may consist of only an 
offer of food followed by an urgent plea that the evader leaves the area immediately. If an evader 
is physically able to depart with a reasonable chance of evading capture, he or she should do so. 
An evader should not insist on receiving additional aid other than what is offered by the person 
who renders assistance. 


23.25.7.2. Opportunist 


Sometimes local people will know of the presence of an evader in the area and actively seek them 
out for gain. This gain could be prestige, monetary, political, or some other reason for themselves 
or organization. The IP can attempt to use their Blood Chit but should always remember this local 
person could be out for their own gain. 


23.25.7.3. Accidental 


Accidental contact and assistance could possibly fall into either of the two previous categories but 
is truly unplanned by the IP. The IP may attempt to use their Blood Chit or determine their best 
option is to break contact and continue evasion. 
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23.25.8. Indigenous People 


Evaders must understand when dealing with any indigenous personnel while in enemy territory, 
their own actions will often govern the treatment they will receive at the hands of the local people. 
How evaders conduct themselves may also have much to do with getting back to their own forces 
should they fall into the hands of irregulars friendly to the evaders’ own cause. The following 
suggestions may be a useful guide in dealing with these people or groups. 


e Evaders should understand that failure to cooperate or obey may result in death. 
e Evaders should try to avoid making any promises they cannot personally keep. 


e Evaders who support military actions with assisted evasion personnel if captured could face 
legal repercussions. Under the Geneva Conventions the closest thing to a guarantee of 
treatment as a military person if captured will be their uniforms. If evaders have the opportunity 
to influence the group they are with, they should try to encourage them to abide by the four 
conditions mentioned in the conventions. Evaders must avoid becoming associated in any way 
with atrocities these groups may commit against civilians, prisoners, or enemy soldiers. 


Evaders should not become involved in political or religious discussions, take sides in 
arguments, or become involved with the opposite sex. 


Evaders should show consideration for being allowed to share food and supplies. It may also 
be helpful if evaders understand and show interest in the assister's customs and habits. 


The overall best and safest course for evaders to follow is to exercise self-discipline, display 
military courtesy, be polite, sincere, and honest. Such qualities are recognized by any group 
of people throughout the world. The impression left can influence the aid provided to future 
evaders. 


23.25.9. Planned Assisted Evasion 


Special Operations Forces may also organize and operate Non-Conventional Assisted Recovery 
(NAR) mechanisms. They may be limited in nature, such as providing first aid and assistance to 
reach a national frontier, or they may be linked to larger organizations capable of meeting almost 
all needs to include returning the evader to friendly control. 


23.25.9.1. Making Contact with an Assisted Evasion System 


Pre-mission briefings may inform evaders where to go and what actions to take to make contact. 
After being picked up by an assisted evasion mechanism, evaders will be moved under the control 
of this mechanism to territory under friendly control or to a recovery area. The organizer of a line 
in friendly but enemy-occupied territory normally will have arranged a network of spotters who 
will be especially active when evaders are in the immediate area, but so will the enemy police and 
counterintelligence organizations. For this reason, certain precautions must be observed when 
making contact. 


23.25.9.2. Approach 


Help may be refused by a person simply because he or she thinks someone else has seen the evaders 
approach to seek assistance. If captured with a local helper, an evader will become a prisoner, but 
the helper and perhaps an entire family may be more severely punished. 
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23.25.9.3. Making Contact 


Contacts with the local population are discouraged unless observation shows they are dissatisfied 
with the local governing authority, or previous intelligence has indicated the populace is friendly. 
The spotter will know evaders are present and will search the immediate area, making frequent 
visits to designated contact points. Identification signs and countersigns, if used, may be included 
in the permission briefings. It is seldom advisable to seek first contact in a village, hamlet, or 
town. Strangers are conspicuous by day, and there may be curfews or other security measures 
during the hours of darkness. The time of contact should be at the end of the daylight period or 
shortly thereafter. Darkness will add to the chance of escape, if the contact proves to be unfriendly, 
and may be advantageous to the contact in providing further assistance. 


23.25.9.4. Procedure after Contact 


If contact is made, evaders may be told to remain in the vicinity where spotted, or, more likely, 
they will be taken to a holding area. It must be decided at this time whether or not to trust the 
contact. If there is any doubt, plans should be made to leave at once. It is also possible that the 
location may not belong to the organization but rather to someone who will look after evaders until 
arrangements can be made for the line to identify and accept them. 


23.25.9.5. Establishing Identity 


Verification of identity will likely be required before an evader is accepted. The constant danger 
facing the operators of an assisted evasion mechanism is the penetration of the system by enemy 
agents pretending to be evaders or escapees. Evaders should be prepared to furnish proof of 
identity or nationality. Since it may lead to later difficulties of identification, evaders should never 
give a false name - just their name, grade, service number, and date of birth. It is best for them to 
avoid talking as much as possible. 


23.25.9.6. Awaiting Movement 


Delays can be expected while proceeding along the mechanism. If the period of waiting is 
prolonged, frustration and impatience may become unbearable, leading to a desire to leave the 
holding area. This must not be done, because if seen by other people, the lives of the assisting 
personnel and the existence of the entire organization may be endangered. Evaders should follow 
the directions of those assisting them and maintain situational awareness. The assisters should 
have a plan for rapid evacuation of the area if enemy personnel should raid the holding area; if not, 
evaders should have a personal plan to include measures for removing all traces of having occupied 
the area. If the area is being overrun and capture is imminent, evaders must be prepared to fend 
for themselves. The assisters may attempt to eliminate the security risk to the network. 


23.25.9.7. Traveling 


It would be a grave breach of faith and security for evaders to discuss any of the earlier stages of 
the journey. Evaders might be tested to see if they are trustworthy. For security reasons and to 
protect the compartmentalization of the mechanism, no information should be revealed. It is also 
useless to ask where the evader is going or how they will eventually reach friendly territory. 
Evaders should not try to learn or memorize names and addresses and, above all, they shouldn't 
put these facts or any other information in writing. Evaders should give the impression of having 
received no assistance from local inhabitants. 
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23.25.9.8. Fellow Evaders 


Caution is required in the case of fellow evaders during assisted evasion unless they are personally 
known. Even when it has been satisfactorily determined that another person is a genuine evader, 
no information should be given. 


23.25.9.9. Travel with Guides 


If under escort, this fact should not be apparent to outsiders. In a public vehicle, for example, 
evaders should never talk to their guide or appear to be associated with the person in any way 
unless told to do so. This will lessen the possibility of both the evader and the guide being 
apprehended if one should arouse suspicion. It should always be possible for the guide to disown 
an evader if the guide gets into difficulty. When evaders are escorted, they should follow the guide 
at a safe distance, rather than walk right next to the person, unless instructions indicate the latter 
action is required. 


23.25.9.10. Speaking to Strangers 


Evaders should never speak to a stranger if it can be avoided. To discourage conversation in a 
public conveyance, they can pretend to read or sleep. 


23.25.9.11. Personal Articles and Habits 


Evaders should not produce articles in public which might show their national origin. This pertains 
to items such as pipes, cigarettes, tobacco, matches, fountain pens, pencils, and wristwatches that 
may look out of place or identify them as an evader. Evaders should also ensure their personal 
habits do not give them away. For example, they should not hum or whistle popular tunes or utter 
oaths or curse words. Again, in restaurants, imitating local customs in the use of knives and forks 
and other table manners is advisable. Study of the area before the mission may help evaders avoid 
making mistakes. 


23.25.9.12. Payment 


During assisted evasion, evaders should not offer to pay for board, lodging, or other services 
rendered. These matters will be settled afterwards by those who are directing and financing the 
line. If in possession of PSKs or PRKs, evaders should keep them as reserves for emergencies. If 
they have no food reserve, they should try to build up a small stock in case they are forced to 
abandon the line. 


23.25.9.13. Evaders Conduct during Assisted Evasion 
e Be polite by local standards. 
e Be patient and diplomatic. 
e Avoid causing jealousy. Disregard the gender of the assisters. 
e Avoid discussions of a religious or political nature. 
e Eat and drink if asked, but don't over indulge or become intoxicated. 
e Don't take sides in arguments between assisters. 
e Don't become inquisitive or question any instruction. 


e Help with menial tasks as directed. 
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e Write or say nothing about the other people or places in the net. 
e Don't be a burden; care for self as much as possible. 
e Follow all instructions quickly and accurately 

23.26. Non-Permissive Recovery 


Even though a maximum effort will be made to recover IP, they can jeopardize the whole recovery 
operation and the lives of rescue personnel by not taking a responsible role in the operation. The 
responsibilities are many and varied but essential to a successful rescue mission. Evaders should 
recall that even though they may have little experience participating in actual rescues, they must 
nonetheless be very proficient in their actions. Evaders should always remember other people are 
endangering their lives in an attempt to retrieve them. 


23.26.1. Proficient of Survival Equipment 


IP must be proficient in the operation of all the survival equipment at their disposal. The IP’s 
ability to properly use all available communication and signaling devices could have a significant 
impact on the overall recovery operation. 


23.26.2. Initial Contact 


The initial contact with rescue aircraft or other forces in the area must be done as directed by 
authorities. 


23.26.3. Evader Authentication 


One important aspect of the recovery process is evader authentication by rescue personnel. IP 
must be able to authenticate their identity through the use of questions and answers, responding as 
directed or briefed before the mission. Authentication in a non-permissive environment changes 
rapidly to reduce the chances of compromising the rescue efforts. IP must keep up with these 
changes so their rescue can be made without undue danger to rescue personnel. The Isolated 
Personnel Report (ISOPREP) is a tool designed specifically for recovery. 


23.26.4. ISOPREP 


The purpose of filling out and using an ISOPREP is positive verification of an evader's identity 
which is essential before risking search and rescue aircraft or the lives of assisters. The purpose 
of the photographs, information, and descriptions is to ensure all possible means are used for the 
proper identification of personnel. The potential IP is responsible for ensuring that the ISOPREP 
is completely filled out and accurate, and must understand its purpose and use. 


23.26.5. Selecting a Evasion Recovery Site 


When selecting a site for possible evasion recovery, there is much for evaders to keep in mind. 
The area they choose could well decide the success or failure of the mission. 


e If possible, the potential recovery site should be observed for 24 hours. Evaders should look 
for signs of enemy or civilian personnel, as well as indicators of local activity such as roads, 
trails, farming, orchards, etc. 


e The recovery site should be observable by aircraft but unobservable from surrounding terrain 
if possible. There should also be good hiding places around the area. The site should include 
several escape routes so evaders can avoid being trapped by the enemy if discovered. There 
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should be a small open area for both signaling and recovery. It would be beneficial if the 
surrounding terrain provided a masking effect for rescue forces (air or ground) in order to avoid 
enemy observation and fire. 


23.26.6. Ground-to-Air Signals 


The size of evasion ground-to-air signals should be as large as possible but must be concealed 
from people passing by. The contrast these signals make with the surrounding vegetation should 
be seen from the air only. Any signal displays should be arranged so they can be removed at a 
moment's notice since enemy aircraft or personnel may transit the area. 


23.26.6.1. Noncombat Signals 


All of the principles of regular (noncombat) signals should be followed by those building evasion 
signals. IP may be pre-briefed as to the appearance of specially shaped signals. 


23.26.6.2. Evasion Signals 


Evasion signals, like all others, must be maintained to be effective. At times, evaders may be 
instructed to set out their signals according to a prearranged time schedule. 


23.26.7. Minimizing Spotting of Signals 


Extreme care must be taken to minimize or eliminate chances of enemy elements spotting the 
signals. For example, the strobe light and mirror can be directed and aimed instead of being used 
in an indiscriminate manner. 


23.26.7.1. Signals in or on Water 


If evaders are in or on the water, they should use lights, flares, dye, whistles, etc., with extreme 
care as they are readily distinguishable over water at great distances. 


23.26.7.2. Evasion Radio Procedures 


In addition to knowing how to use radios correctly to affect their rescue, evaders should also be 
familiar with the special points of evasion radio procedures; for example, radios using Direction 
Finding capability (DF), Personal Location Systems (PLS), and Combat Survivor Evader Locator 
(CSEL) system capabilities. 


23.26.7.3. Signs of Enemy Activity 
It is also the evaders' responsibility to communicate all signs of enemy activity such as: 
e Locating anti-aircraft emplacements. 
e Identifying when they are firing. 
e Assisting strikes by spotting hits (high, low, or on target). 
e Determining effectiveness of hits. 
e Notifying personnel of changes in small arms positions, etc. 
23.26.8. Vertical Lift Aircraft Recovery Methods 


During a vertical lift aircraft recovery, if at all possible the recovery aircraft will land for extraction. 
If unable to land, evaders can normally expect to be hoisted by one of the following methods: 
rescue basket, Stokes litter, horse collar, or forest penetrator. 
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23.26.9. Fixed-Wing Rescue Capability 


There is also fixed-wing capability of rescuing downed crewmembers. Evaders will be prebriefed 
as to which type rescue vehicle and systems to expect in their areas of operation. 


23.27. Ground Rescue 


Recoveries by ground forces under austere, field conditions are among the most potentially 
dangerous situations and require the highest degree of situational awareness from both the IP and 
the rescue forces. It is important to remember that these forces can be US, foreign, military, or 
civilian, so specific techniques used in IP recovery can vary greatly. Regardless of the force, IP 
should be prepared to posture themselves and perform appropriately on land, in water, and with or 
without communications equipment to insure a successful recovery. 


23.27.1. IP with Communication Equipment 


IP with communications equipment should follow the procedures outlined in their Evasion Plans 
of Action (EPA) and the SPINs. Except for dire circumstances, do not attempt ‘blind’ radio 
communication outside the windows in your EPA’s unless you can see (and positively identify) 
friendly aircraft or personnel. When contacted by rescue forces, speak in short bursts to reduce 
the possibility of having your position fixed by enemy forces, even if this means breaking up a 
single statement into several separate transmissions. It may be wise to cross-authenticate the 
rescue force via radio prior to making physical contact. Be prepared for the rescue force to ask 
you to move to a more suitable location for them to positively identify you. If you cannot move 
or signal from your position, consider vectoring the recovery force to your position. Understand 
that this is a high-risk technique for the rescue force, and may provoke hostile action if your posture 
is in any way non-compliant. 


23.27.2. IP without Communication Equipment 


IP without communications equipment face a more difficult situation. Aircraft can signal via non- 
electronic means such as message streamers, and can also deliver support bundles by parachute 
delivery or simply by pushing them out and letting them fall to the ground. You must exercise 
care to signal rescue forces through other means as well, while staying discreet enough so as to 
avoid enemy detection. Be sure that your own signals are clear enough so as to be recognized by 
rescue forces. Stay close enough to your signal that you can see it, but in a location that would 
prevent someone at the signal from seeing you. Observe potential rescue forces for actions that 
positively identify them to you. Do not be surprised or afraid if the rescue forces do not “look” 
like you expected them to. Stay where you are and do not reveal your position until you are called 
upon by rescue forces. If you cannot move, tell them why and call them to you. Be prepared for 
a very cautious, aggressive posture from the rescue force. 


23.27.3. Contact with Rescue Forces 


Upon contact with rescue forces, the way you posture yourself will determine how you are handled. 
Remember that recovery forces in non-permissive environments will assume that you are a 
potential threat until proven otherwise. A non-threatening, compliant posture is best. Do not carry 
weapons in your hands. If you are uncomfortable with placing your weapon on the ground due to 
suspected imminent enemy action in the area, sling it behind you and place your hands on top of 
your head as you move toward the recovery force. Have your ID card out and in your hands, along 
with anything else you believe the recovery force may ask you for to avoid them having to reach 
into your pockets. Listen carefully and comply with their directions. Do not resist if they attempt 
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to reposition or restrain you, and answer their questions to the best of your ability. 
23.28. Water Recovery 


Recovery in the water places unique demands on both isolated personnel and recovery forces alike. 
The lack of cover and the improbability of landing an aircraft require a similarly unique set of 
procedures and equipment to perform a water recovery. Rescue forces can be delivered by 
subsurface craft, scuba operations, surface craft, helicopter, or fixed wing assets. Helicopters can 
employ personnel, hoist cables with various rescue devices, and inflatable water craft. Fixed wing 
assets can employ freefall bundles, parachute bundles, inflatable watercraft, and personnel 
parachutists. In all situations, stay where you are and do not attempt to approach the rescue force 
or recovery platform unless directed to do so. Once rescue forces are in the water be prepared to 
signal them by any means available. Even waving arms and splashing water can be seen in the 
day or night as a last resort to be identified. If you are in a survival boat or raft, stay in it unless 
told to do otherwise. When approached, again take a non-threatening, compliant posture. Humans 
are naturally more vulnerable in the water than on land, but rescue forces’ training and expertise 
put you at a severe disadvantage. Do not try to grab or hold onto them when they make contact 
with you. Comply with whatever rescue device they choose to employ to affect your recovery. 
Understand that this may include being strapped to a backboard if they suspect you may be injured. 
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Chapter 24 
Urban 


24. Urban 


The United Nations estimates that each day 150,000 people move into or around cities, so by 2025, 
nearly two-thirds of the world’s population will live in or around cities. In regard to future trends, 
it is estimated 93 percent of urban growth will occur in developing nations, with 80 percent of 
urban growth occurring in Asia and Africa. This has led military analysts to determine that open 
battlefields of the past are increasingly shifting to the more complex environments of the city. The 
IP’s determination of a course of action and TTPs during urban conflicts should be guided by the 
root causes of the conflict such as political, social, cultural, religious, ethnic, or tribal. An urban 
isolating event could involve any of the non-permissive factors of wartime, peacetime, 
governmental, terrorists groups, insurgents, and/or criminal organizations. 


24.1. Key Components 


The urban environment includes the complex and dynamic interaction and relationships between 
its key components: urban area (man-made constructions), the terrain (natural and man-made), the 
population density, cultural factors, and the supporting infrastructure (Figure 24-1). 

: 


Figure 24-1 Urban Environment 


24.1.1. Three Dimensional Urban Battle Spaces 


Rescue forces, threat forces, and the IP will conduct operations in a three-dimensional urban battle 
space: surface, above the surface, or below the surface of the urban area. Additionally, 
engagements can occur inside and outside of buildings. Multi-story buildings will present the 
additional possibility of different floors within the same structure being controlled by either 
friendly or threat forces. The urban IP can break down the three-dimensional urban battle space 
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into urban airspace, super-surface (tops of building), intra-surface (interior of buildings), surface 
(ground, street, and water level), and sub-surface (underwater and subterranean) (Figure 24-2). 


Figure 24-2 Super Surface 


24.1.2. Urban Areas 


Urban areas usually surround ports and airfields. Troops and aircrew sent in to seize and/or secure 
these assets are likely to find themselves on the urban battlefield which could potentially lead to 
an urban isolating event. 


24.1.3. Noncombatants 


The presence of large numbers of noncombatants and their interaction with friendly or hostile 
forces plays a critical role in the outcome of the IP. 


24.1.4. Captured or Detained Personnel 
Captured or detained personnel may end up in an urban area: 
e Major prison facilities, that might hold US personnel, are typically located in major cities. 


e Even if not held in a major prison facility or urban area, US prisoners or detainees may utilize 
urban evasion TTPs to facilitate their escape. 


24.1.5. Urbanization 


In the cities of a developing country, urbanization traditionally forms as a concentration of human 
activities and settlements around the downtown area. There is a migration (called an in-migration) 
of people from rural locations and immigrants settle in city centers where industry and jobs are 
located. 


24.1.6. Pre-Mission Planning 


Pre-mission planning for a specific urban environment is no different than any pre-mission 
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planning, start with familiarization of the local area. Additional areas of interest for potential IP 
include: 


e Habits, customs, taboos, clothing, and general appearance of indigenous personnel. 
e Recognizable features and landmarks such as: 


— Sports fields, cemeteries, statues, prominent buildings (mosques, towers, churches, 
etc), bridges, and natural features (rivers, mountains, cliffs, etc) (Figure 24-3). 


e Areas within the urban area with vegetation that could provide concealment like parks. 
— Deserted battle-damaged areas (Figure 24-4). 


— Subterranean locations like basements, storm drains, sewers tunnels, subways, and, 
catacombs. 


Figure 24-4 Kabul 
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Not only does the IP need to recognize, but they also need to have a fixed orientation of these 
features/landmarks locations, so they will understand where they are located and where they 
need to travel in relationship to these features/landmarks. Additionally the potential IP should 
have a working knowledge of the lines of communication in example public telephones, power 
lines, pipelines, train and rail tracks, etc (Figure 24-5). Specific landmarks may have other 
uses besides navigation, an IP may have memorized identifiable exfiltration locations such 
stadiums, sports fields, parks, etc. 


Figure 24-5 Famous Buildings Caracas, Venezuela 


Enemy forces may use the population to provide camouflage, concealment, and deception and 
look no different than other members of the community. Enemy forces may also use local 
population as a means of detecting and identifying evaders. Therefore, all indigent personnel 
should be avoided. Children can especially be hazardous to an urban IP, because unlike an 
adult, they might comment or act on observed IP actions or peculiarities (Figure 24-6). IP 
should also have a working knowledge of potential problematic/beneficial areas (depending 
on the isolating event) and population control measures such as: 


— Patrols or specialized units that look for IP and peculiarities of civil authorities (Figure 
24-7). 


— Checkpoints, control zones borders, and false borders. 


— Police, military garrisons, minefields, prisons, potential targets, and air defense sites 
(Figure 24-8). 


— Religious sites, schools, market places, and food distribution sites (Figure 24-9). 


— Curfews, rationing, and civilian roundups 
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Figure 24-6 Children 


Figure 24-7 Military Patrol 


Figure 24-9 City Market 


24.1.6.1. Personal Survival Kit Items 


An IP should consider additional personal survival kit items to create a disguise or to help blend 
into the local population. 


24.1.6.2. Extreme Weather Conditions 


While possibly be subjected to the normal “extreme” environmental hazards such as extreme 
weather conditions, during an urban isolating event IP should be aware of the specialized 
environmental hazards that can be encountered. At all times the IP must weigh capture against 
possible exposure and injury, keeping in mind these hazards may be an advantage during evasion, 
since the enemy would most likely avoid them. IP need to be aware of debris, falling rubble, 
collapsing walls, contaminates, polluted water, edible plants fertilized with human waste, gas 
leaks, downed power lines, mind-fields, and booby-traps (Figure 24-10). 
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Figure 24-10 Hazards 


24.2. Five Phases of Urban Evasion 


Evasion in the urban environment involves a different mindset for the IP. They must recognize 
and adapt the five phases of evasion to meet specific social-political, cultural, population, climatic, 
and urban environments they will encounter. For example, hiding in man-made structures, evading 
by calmly walking in plain-sight and blending into vastly different settings is an example of 
adapting to an urban setting. 


24.2.1. Immediate Action and Initial Movement 


Immediate action and initial movement are combined. This is due to the IP’s immediate action of 
moving away from their isolating event location; i.e., leaving behind some type of crashed 
helicopter, wrecked vehicle, parachute landing area, etc. IP need to assume they have been and 
are being observed, so having a pre-determined course of action will allow for immediate and 
quick evasive action. 


24.2.1.1. Immediate Departing 


Immediately depart the isolating event location since the mechanism of isolation (downed aircraft, 
disabled vehicle, or parachute) will usually draw in the local population and or enemy forces, 
becoming the initial and centralized search point. 


24.2.1.2. Environmental and Situational Aids 


IP should use any environmental and situational aids to concealment, such as darkness, dust, haze, 
fog, smoke, ground cover, and intensity of any combat action (“fog of war”), to provide evasion 
windows of opportunity. If ground combat is taking place, IP should asses if staying put in cover 
or movement will place them in mortal danger (fatal fire from both friend and foe). 


24.2.1.3. Historical Searches 


Historically searches will begin at the last sighting location with additional forces being placed in 
possible lanes of travel to intersect the IP. To help IP break contact with initial searches or once 
spotted, they should change direction radically, possibly "hook" back the direction that they came 
from, offset left or right. 
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24.2.1.4. Hole Up/Hide Site 


IP considering urban sites to use for a hole up/hide site should weigh general principles behind 
selecting any evasion hole up site, local customs and culture, population density and controls, as 
well as the ability to meet their needs. The IP must be able to apply common sense and their 
imagination when making their selection for a hole up/hide site. Just as in any evasion 
environments the urban evader should not hide in the only obvious location or where there is a 
great deal of contrast to call attention to your site (Figure 24-11). 


Figure 24-11 Hide Site 


24.2.1.4.1. Unoccupied and Undisturbed Areas 


While an IP can select any structure for possible hole up/hide site, unoccupied and undisturbed 
areas might work best, though evaders have successfully hidden in occupied locations using the 
movements and disturbance of the inhabitants to mask their own. Hole up sites an urban evader 
could use are old or derelict buildings, sheds, factories, garages, ruins, rubble, subterranean areas, 
dumps, shops, churches, and alleys. 


24.2.1.4.2. Selecting a Specific Hole Up Site 


Once a structure or location has been selected a specific hole up site may be found in attics, 
basements, rooftops, steep slopes, in between walls, under floors, and crawl spaces. 
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24.2.1.4.3. Multiple Sites 


If time and terrain permits the IP should attempt to use multiple sites and rotate between sites 
(Figure 24-12). 


Figure 24-12 Hide Site 


24.2.2. Movement 


What type(s) of movement an IP uses in an urban area will be dependent on several factors such 
as the isolating event, the IP’s mission, their evasion objectives, density of the local population, 
and their legal status. Depending on the factors identified above, as well as others, IP could end 
up using tactical, evasion, disguise, or a combination of all of these movements. 


24.2.2.1. Tactical Movement 


Tactical movement is not really an IP movement, but may lead to an isolating event. It is when 
operators have an objective/mission. During the execution of that objective/mission they try and 
avoid contact with the enemy. If contact is made with the enemy the ground forces usually will 
attack using “evasion through superior fire power”. This technique is very dependent on the 
mission before the isolating event in example: the mission may have ground forces dressed to 
blend looking like indigenous homeless at a distance. When ground forces involved in an evasion 
movement make contact with the enemy they determine a course of action depending on chances 
of success (Figure 24-13). 
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Figure 24-13 Tactical Movement 
24,.2.2.2. Evasion Movement 


Evasion movement is when the objective is to avoid any contact with the enemy (locals). It is 
similar to what has been discussed in the evasion chapter, moving from point of concealment to 
the next point of concealment avoiding any and all contact with the local population. 


24.2.2.3. Disguise Movement 


Disguise movement is when the objective is to avoid contact with enemy (locals), but when and if 
that contact occurs to be perceived as local. The success of the disguise movement is very 
dependent on the type of contact the IP has prepared for such as blending in to the local population 
at 20 feet away verses talking to a local. With this an IP has to continual ask themselves if their 
movement techniques are out of place or suspicious (Figure 24-14). 


Figure 24-14 Disguise Movement 
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24.2.2.4. Mixing and Interspersing Movement Types 


The IP should remember that in many cases these movement types can be mixed and interspersed 
depending on the events, IP and enemy actions, and the rules of engagements. 


24.2.2.4.1. Observing for Movement 


Prior to any movement the IP should try to observe the area for hours prior to leaving initial hide 
site. Observe for movement or life threatening obstacles. When moving, try to select the time of 
day that will be the least noticeable. 


e Remember observation can be a two-way street, not using proper concealment and camouflage 
techniques during observation can lead to the IP being observed. Select the time of day when 
shadows are cast inside a hole up/hide site and will hide your silhouette. 


e Avoid standing or silhouetting yourself in front of any doors, windows, or openings. Stand to 
the side, utilizing the corners for observation. If possible, utilize already available coverings 
(doors, curtains, debris, etc) to breakup outline. 


24,.2.2.4.2. Minimize Signature 


When performing evasion movement an IP should stay low to minimize signature. They should 
stay near battle-damaged area and use clutter in streets and alleys to your advantage, avoiding 
intact buildings. An IP should utilize buildings, rubble, clutter, foliage, or ditches for terrain 
masking. And as in all evasion, urban or otherwise, an evader needs to stay alert, ready, and use 
common sense (Figure 24-15). 


Figure 24-15 Evasion Movement 


24.2.2.4.3. Moving Inside Stuctures 
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While moving inside a structure an IP should check structural integrity before entering. They 
should also avoid making noise by rubbing against wall, weighing the noise created while hiding 
verse the effectiveness of the hole up/hide site such as in the noise movement in a heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) ducts creates. An IP can use a small reflective material 
or their signal mirror to look around corner prior to moving into it. When an IP travels up a 
stairway they should avoid moving up the center due to noise, hugging the wall may make less 
sounds, though an IP should consider the construction of stairway and material used by stepping 
near support frame (nails, bolts, etc.). 


24.2.3. Recovery 


IP should be aware that that are additional recovery considerations under urban evasion such as 
rescue forces may have a much more limited time, recovery may tend towards the unconventional 
or unplanned assistance, and the a movement phase may have to occur to a more rural or isolated 
area for recovery to occur. 


24.2.3.1. Prepare for Types of Recovery Mechanism 


As in all isolating events, the IP should be prepared for any and multiple types of recovery 
mechanism (Figure 24-16). 


Figure 24-16 Urban Extrication 


24.2.3.2. Signaling and Communication 


Additional IP considerations for signaling and communication with recovery forces under urban 
evasion conditions include: 


e Air and light pollution which may adversely affect the effectiveness of signaling devises. 


e Structures may limit a signaling devise’s angle of visibility similar to being in a deep ravine 
(Figure 24-17). 


e Being near populated areas may also advertently or inadvertently cause of signal interruption 
or jamming. Of course with the exception of encrypted radios, all other emanations are subject 
to monitoring. 
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e As with any environment, signaling in an urban environment must be rapidly discernable by 
recovery force and compact, reusable, and easy to operate. Visual and ground-to-air signal 
(GTAS) should be capable of observation from the hide site. 


Figure 24-17 Structure Verses Signaling 


24.2.3.3. Cell Phones 


Depending on the situation leading up to and including the isolating event, an urban IP may find 
the use of a cell phone to be one of the best forms of communication. In an urban setting a cell 
phone may be the easiest to blend and to use. An IP must research specific ROEs regarding cell 
phone use. Additionally if the opportunity presents itself, an IP may find stealing a cell phone for 
immediate use. In the case of theft, the IP must remember that newer cell phones have built in 
GPS and anti-theft measures incorporated into the cell service. 


24.2.4. BLISS 


Urban IP can use a modified “BLISS” principle for urban evasion. This modification can be 
applied to helping the IP meet all their needs. 


e “B”. The “B” stands for BLEND. The IP needs to blend into the background. Blending can 
take on many aspects from the more traditional evasion to the IP looking like they belong, so 
they may not be challenged. This deception works when locals or the enemy look at the IP, 
but do not see them for what they really are. In most societies sharing public space is an 
accepted and tolerated fact, so it may be easier for the IP to walk through a street in disguise, 
rather than sneak around it in the shadows. Avoid drawing attention to yourself; remain in the 
background (Figure 24-18). 
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Figure 24-18 Blend 


e “L”. The “L” is for maintaining a LOW PROFILE. IP need to be patient, polite, and not 
draw attention. They need to not look or act nervous. A person that moves quickly, frantically, 
and looks over their shoulder stands out, as opposed to someone who calmly walks like 
everyone else (Figure 24-19). 


— Avoid children. They are attentive and curious and will point out the peculiar to adults. 


— Avoid cultural taboos; this will avoid situations that demand complicated explanations 
or actions. 


Figure 24-19 Low Profile 
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e “TI”. The “I” is for IRREGULAR. If you are performing a repetitive act, you must vary your 
activity and not become predictable by changing travel routes and patterns. If an IP is 
maintaining a signal, they should always try to approach and check it at irregular times. In all 
actions an IP should try and avoid repeat scrutinized by the same people. 


e “S”. The “S” is for SURVIVAL. The IP must remember their survival training and apply it 
towards this urban environment to meet their basic needs. Modification to things like personal 
protection may include using debris and man-made materials to look like the environment. 
The IP should be aware of preventive measure for localized diseases and hygiene issues. The 
IP have the additional sustenance problems they will have to overcome in an urban 
environment, such as competing with the locals for limited resources and ensuring their 
procurement techniques match local techniques, and purification and preparation practices 
which do not draw attention. 


e “S”. The second “S” is for SECLUDED. The IP should try to keep their selves and all that 
they do out of the way and isolated from others, without being obvious and dramatic about it 
(Figure 24-20). 


Figure 24-20 Secluded 


24.2.5. Disguise 


IP in urban environments, whether evading or escaping, may need to be able to hide or blend in 
with the local population as they travel to a recovery site. It is important for potential IP to have 
an understanding of the culture, threat environment, existing international agreements, and Status 
of Forces Agreement (SOFA) to affectively blend in. Planning for disguise and understanding the 
legal ramifications are important parts of pre-mission preparation. 


24.2.5.1. Pre-Mission 


Having a knowledge of whether a country is a denied area or semi-permissive will help personnel 
make informed decisions regarding disguise and evasion. In denied countries (Iran and North 
Korea- currently denied) IP captured by government forces in these countries will face legal 
actions whether they are in uniform, civilian clothes, or disguise. While IP in semi-permissive 
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environments the actions they engage in will be judged, rather than the fact they were wearing a 
nontraditional uniform, disguise, or civilian clothing to evade or prevent capture. Potential IP 
should know what the status is of the country and surrounding countries their mission involves and 
their legal status in all types of possible isolating events. 


24.2.5.2. Wartime 


The law of armed conflict makes a distinction between an IP evading initial capture and an IP 
escaping after capture. Under certain conditions during an escape or an evasion, the adoption of 
varying degrees of disguise may be logical, appropriate, and legal. For instance, if the population 
density is such that movement in uniform is not possible, an IP may be required to adopt some sort 
of disguise to transit the area. Likewise, if contact with an indigenous assistance group has been 
established, IP may disguise themselves to facilitate movement. In this instance, the judgment of 
the assistance group regarding adopting a disguise should be respected. However, IP need to 
understand that in the event of capture they will likely be treated exactly like members of the 
assistance group, unless they can convince their captors that they are lawful combatants. If the 
disguise is essentially civilian clothing, the IP should retain at least some of their uniform or 
personal identification (e.g., ID tags , US Armed Forces/Geneva Conventions ID card, blood chit, 
etc.) to use as proof of their stat us in the even t of capture. 


24.2.5.2.1. Protected Emblems 


Red Cross and other protected emblems may not be used as disguises for purposes of evasion or 
escape in armed conflict. Only bona fide medical personnel, chaplains, and relief agency personnel 
may wear these emblems during armed conflict. 


24.2.5.2.2. Adversary Uniforms 


Combatants captured while fighting in the adversary's uniforms have traditionally been subject to 
criminal prosecution for espionage and war crimes (violation of international law to "make 
improper use of" the uniform of the enemy). IP are permitted to use an adversary’s uniform to 
evade, as long as no other military operations are conducted. Personnel who use the enemy’s flag, 
uniform, insignia, markings, or emblems solely for evasion are not lawfully subject to disciplinary 
punishment, as long as they do not attack the enemy, gather military information, or engage in 
similar operations. 


24.2.5.2.3. Wearing Civilian Clothing or Nontraditional Uniforms 


Wearing civilian clothing or nontraditional uniforms is permissible within limits. There is no 
requirement in the law of war that combatants must wear a uniform to be accorded POW status; 
the requirement is that combatants must distinguish themselves from civilians so that civilian 
populations are not placed at risk of attack. It is permissible for military personnel isolated in 
hostile territory to wear civilian clothes while evading, though they should avoid combatant or 
espionage activities while doing so. It is a violation of international law to kill, injure, or capture 
the enemy by feigning civilian status by wearing civilian clothes. Most importantly, it is the action 
engaged in while wearing civilian clothing that can be a law of war violation, not the actual wearing 
of civilian clothing. Evading in a disguise or other nonstandard uniform, for the sake of avoiding 
capture or during post-escape evasion, are permissible in the law of war. 


24.2.5.3. Military Operations Other Than War (MOOTW) 


Legal considerations for evasion during MOOTW operations, the national domestic criminal laws 
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of the country in which the operation is taking place and the law of armed conflict applicable to 
non-international armed conflicts will apply. 


24.2.5.3.1. Capture while Wearing Nontraditional Uniform 


Capture while wearing a nontraditional uniform or disguise, while not necessarily a crime itself, 
may complicate the legal issues with the host nation. Again in this situation it is the actions 
engaged in that will likely have greater consequence with the legal issues. An IP in these types of 
operations is not entitled to POW status, nor does combatant immunity apply. IP face the 
possibility of prosecution by the host nation for any warlike or criminal acts committed to include 
charges of illegal entry, espionage, or theft. 


24.2.5.3.2. Operations against Insurgent or Terrorist Groups 


Wearing of a nontraditional uniform, civilian clothing, or disguise will likely have little impact on 
the actions of the insurgent or terrorist groups towards the IP. Knowledge of cultural and social 
aspects of the local population will aid the IP in using human factors when applying a disguise. 
The best disguise is designed to make the IP look like everyone else in the area they are evading 
in. Factors to disguise to remember include: 


24.2.5.3.3. Blending into the Crowd 


People generally remember a stimulus, not a lack of stimulus. Disguise should help you blend into 
a crowd. 


e The IP could try to look like “untouchables” or homeless people (dregs of society) who are 
usually avoided or ignored in most cultures (Figure 24-21). 
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Figure 24-21 Homeless in Colombia 


e “Invisible” person. Those that move through an area unnoticed, such as the janitorial service, 
delivery man, mailman, gasman, utility worker etc. who is basically ignore because they are 
part of the scenery(Figure 24-22). 
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Figure 24-22 Street Cleaners Russia 


e “Gray” person who looks and acts like everyone else. This is the person that goes unnoticed 
and no one remembers or notices. The IP should match movements and actions with the flow 
of society to look like everyone else’s. An IP’s clothing should match the baseline of society 
being average and the norm. IP should avoid making eye contact, but remember to mirror 


Figure 24-23 Gray Person 


24.2.5.4. Varying Conditions 


Varying conditions will present unique benefits or problems for the IP’s disguise, such factors as 
time of day, low light, bad weather, and curfews. The IP’s decision on the type and time spent on 
the disguise will depend on what type of likely encounters they planned for. How close these 
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contacts are expected to be will make a determination of how detailed and therefore, how much 
time and how effective the disguise will be. A disguise made for encounters at 100 feet away is 
different that a disguise made for encounters at 20 feet away (Figure 24-24). 
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Figure 24-24 Encounters 


During the Korean Conflict, avoidance of the population was the common rule, so IP tried to 
stay in remote terrain. Unfortunately, due to population density near the coastal areas (the area 
needed to travel to return to friendly forces) it became increasingly difficult for IP to avoid any 
contact with enemy soldiers or the local population. This problem was recognized by several 
downed flyers, so the IP tried to pose, at least at a distance, as local citizens or Koreans/Chinese 
soldiers. This was done by use of discarded or stolen clothing items that they found while 
evading or as preparation for their escape attempt. Captain Ward Millar, an F-80 pilot, was 
shot down in June 1951, utilized discarded clothing to aid in his escape after being captured. 
Millar eventually was recaptured, due to injuries slowing his ability to travel, but eventually 
escaped again and made a successful “homerun” to friendly forces. Captains Clinton 
Summersill, a USAF T-6 pilot, and Wayne Sawyer, a USA T-6 observer, were shot down in 
January 1951. They utilized the clothing they had been wearing when they crashed to seem 
more like two elderly peasants from a distance while evading. The weather was so severe that 
it was difficult for them to hear and see any enemy patrols as they walked closer to the friendly 
forces. They successfully used the clothing to try to look like fellow citizens and made a 
homerun to friendly forces. 


Colonels John Dramesi, a USAF F-105 pilot shot down in April 1967, and Edwin Atterberry, 
a USAF RF-4C pilot shot down in August 1967, used a disguise as the main focus of their 
escape attempt from the “Hanoi Hilton”. They used a combination of ground iodine pills and 
redbrick dust to match the average skin color of the North Vietnamese. Sandals modeled after 
the shoes of the North Vietnamese peasant. They gathered bits of cloth and string and made 
white “surgical” masks to disguise facial features. Using thread pulled from towels and needles 
made of copper wire, they fixed their black prison clothes to look like peasant dress. Out of 
strips of rice-straw pulled from sleeping mats, the IP wove two conical hats. Originally they 
had camouflage nets made from three blankets with clumps of rice-straw from brooms sew on 


them, but were forced to turn them over to the rest of their cell mates, so they used mosquito 
netting with clumps woven into them. The IP also stole a burlap bag, two baskets, and a 
carrying pole as props to look like traveling peasants. The Colonels moved through the 
populated area of Cu Luc North Vietnam without raising suspicion, coming within a yard of 
policemen and others during their disguised evasion movement. They greeted those that 
walked with simple nods, while any locals who attempted to talk to them were ignored as the 
pair cong forward at a constant rate. While their disguised allowed them to get out Hanoi, 
unfortunately they did not travel far enough before going to a hold-up site and were 
subsequently captured. 


e During Desert Storm, Westerners used local apparel to blend in with the population and 
successfully evade from the Iraqi military. 


Historically, disguise seems to work best for an IP who can blend into the local populace when 
there is no active search by a trained disciplined force, lines of communication are avoided, 
when the IP stays far enough away from people that details cannot be discerned and no one 
tries to engage in conversation, and low light and poor weather are taken advantage of. 


24.2.6. Urban Navigation 


An urban evader creating the illusion of a “local” walking through an area while trying to stay 
unnoticed would need to very careful when pulling out their navigation aids like a GPS, map, or 
compass. The IP causally glancing at their watch with the compass attached might not attract too 
much attention the first one or two times, but over a short time the risk could build to a dangerous 
level. The addition of urban navigation aids to the IP’s bag of navigation skills may help them to 
stay un-lost when they can’t readily get to their normal navigation tools. 


24.2.6.1. IP’s Situational Awareness 


In any immediate action situation, urban ops being one, having an idea of what direction to go 
towards an extraction point or a safe harbor may be the difference between freedom and captivity. 
This is part of the IP’s situational awareness and their study of the specifics of the urban 
environment they might find themselves in. Navigation in a city has a great deal of similarities 
and problems as navigation in any field environment. Prior preparation is always helpful in 
establishing your orientation with knowledge gained at levels dependent on the depth of the 
resource. Orientation information can be gained online, with GPS, maps, or from books prior to 
getting near the city. Prior preparation prevents poor performance. 


24.2.6.2. Emotional State of an Evader 


The heightened emotional state of an evader would be multiplied in an urban setting and 
compounded even more if they were lost. Being lost adds to an evader’s feelings of fear, anger, 
depression and sadness about their situation, their emotional state could easily snowball leading to 
more bad decisions and captivity. Confidence in ones navigation abilities lessens these bad 
emotions and increases the will to survive. 


24.2.6.2.1. History of a City 


Newer cities tend to be built systematically, while older cities are built to follow some type of 
pattern related to the cities original function, so knowing the history of a city and its relative age 
is useful. What was the city built for? Such as, if a city was part of a major trade route, main 
infrastructure lines will run this route. If there has been a decline in any specific historic industry 
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this may present locations for blending in or avoiding contact with more “upright” citizens; hiding 
in deserted structures or industrial sites. This information may tell the IP how the city was 
developed. What is the city built next too? These facts can tell an IP a great deal on how it was 
developed by what the city is aligned too i.e., cities built along rivers, large lakes, or the coast will 
usually develop from these commerce routes. 


24.2.6.2.2. Terrain Features in Cities 


Cities will also generally follow terrain features, such as hills and mountains, which can make 
travel confusing, but pre-knowledge of this may help you to avoid this confusion. Obviously an 
urban evader should take advantage of any natural aids to navigation such as water ways, terrain 
features, vegetation, prevailing winds, the sun, the moon, and anything else that may help (Figure 
24-25). 


Figure 24-25 Using Terrain Features 
24.2.6.2.3. Urban Landmark 


Is the city known for any specific landmarks or identifiable features? This may always give an IP 
a line of direction no matter where they are. Notice the city’s lines of communication and 
commerce. The IP should try to identify a specific pattern. Is the infrastructure running specific 
directions? Is there a pattern to the street names or routes? Look for these things to determine any 
aids to your urban navigation. A simple example is in cities and countries that have not switched 
to modern analog VHF and UHF TV frequencies television aerials may be directed towards the 
television station, which historically have been located near the city’s center. In the case of TV 
satellite dishes, they will tend to all be pointed in one general direction within a given city, once 
cardinal direction has been determined, the IP can continue to use that as a navigational aid in 
example in South East Asia they are pointed easterly and in South America they are pointed 
westerly. Another simple tool is using telephone poles and antennas like a giant-sized stick and 
shadow to get cardinal directions. In many ways, just modifying known field navigation 
techniques urban operations works for the IP (Figure 24-26). 
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Figure 24-26 Urban Landmark 


24.2.6.3. “Known Point” 


Once IP are moving through a city, no matter the situation; establish a known point, use it as a 
reference to help maintain orientation. This “known point” will depend on the situation the IP 
finds themselves in, it could be their hotel, the embassy, or some identifiable landmark in the city. 
The IP should use this “known point” to help maintain a mental map of where they are going and 
if needed, how to get back. This is considered a primitive means of navigation. The more 
modernized system is to establish cardinal directions, determining what general cardinal direction 
the individual is traveling in. The best technique is to combine the two together, this way each 
system is reinforcing the other. Add the mental map and the cardinal directions, so from the 
“known point,” an IP can figure out where north, south, east and west are. As the IP moves, they 
need to continue to draw a mental map of where they are in relation to this know point; mentally 
recording turns and additional recognizable features and updating it with cardinal directions. 
Modern psychologist determined that doing both of these decreases the chance of getting lost; the 
more visual stimuli that supports navigation tends to decrease the likelihood of getting lost. 


24.2.6.4. City Architecture in Navigation 


In addition to overall city architecture in navigation, the IP can also use individual buildings to 
help them. Historically, architects would orient buildings to take advantage of sunlight. In the 
temperate and colder climates of the Northern Hemisphere, buildings are generally oriented facing 
south (direction of greatest sunlight). Living rooms or main rooms will generally face south to 
take advantage of warmth and light while the kitchens will usually be on the north side. In the 
temperate and colder climates of the Southern Hemisphere, buildings are generally oriented facing 
north (direction of greatest sunlight). Living rooms will generally face north to take advantage of 
warmth and light while the kitchens will usually be on the south side. In areas with strong cold 
prevailing winds, many older homes have doors and windows on the side facing away from the 
wind or to the side away from it. In hotter locations the general orientation of homes is focused 
on avoiding the sun and taking advantage of the prevailing winds. Houses may align to take 
advantage of the wind and provide shade to the living quarters. So following the constants of the 
way Structures are oriented may aid the IP in maintaining a direction of travel. One potential 
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compass rose in Europe, Central America, and South America are the Christian churches. 
Christian churches historically were oriented east to west with the rising sun shining on the altar. 


This may give the IP a quick reference to cardinal directions (Figure 24-27). 
a 


Figure 24-27 Direction Indicators 


24.2.6.5. Cardinal Direction from Bleaching and Weathering Effects 


With modern aspects of heating and cooling newer structures may not attempt to use the sun or 
follow any type of tradition. The IP then may be able to determine cardinal direction from the 
bleaching and weathering effects of the sun to paint (especially on darker colors) on buildings, 
fences, and other structures. Corrosion of iron works and structures may be used, but an IP must 
keep in mind that the combination of sun, wind, and precipitation may make this harder to judge. 
Also plants growing in a city will tend to grow towards sunlight; this may give IP an indicator of 
cardinal directions even during cloudy and overcast days (Figure 24-28). Either way, multiple 
examples are always best when possible. Studying which sides of a structure shows bleaching or 
corrosion may lead the IP to determine cardinal directions or aid in maintaining a “heading” of 
travel without drawing attention to a disguised evader’s actions even in situations where the sun is 
not visible. 
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Figure 24-28 Urban Plant Indicators 


24.2.6.6. Signs of Direction 


Urban evasion or avoiding contact can take on many facets, who, what, why, how, and where are 
too numerous to mention, but like any SERE principle the more knowledge and facts you can bring 
into a subject the sounder your decisions are. Urban navigation aids are the same, specifically 
orienting your focus, training yourself to look for those signs of directions can easily make the 
difference between return to friendly forces or captivity. 


24.2.7. Urban Barriers 


Specific TTPs for urban barriers along with general principles mentioned in the travel and evasion 
chapters will assist an urban evader in successfully avoiding capture and returning to friendly 
forces. 


24.2.7.1. AUTO 


The AUTO acronym can be used by an urban evader. AUTO stands for Avoid, Under, Through, 
Over. 


e Avoid. Avoid by going around; an IP should not attempt to penetrate barriers if they can be 
bypassed or avoided because people catch people. An IP may be discovered by inhabitants or 
their animals. 


Under. Go under a barrier using tunnels, culverts, trestles, or areas where animals may have 
already tunneled. 


Through. Go through by identifying potential weak entry points, using battle damaged areas, 
and or using areas where animals may already penetrated through the barrier. 


e Over. Go over the barrier. Climbing is used by an IP to access high windows, rooftops, to 
climb walls, negotiate barriers, etc. Some general rules the IP should use are to select route 
that is safe, quickly climbed and concealed. Mentally climb route before beginning since once 
climb is started, it may be impossible to climb back down. Assess the climb based on an 
estimate of abilities, resources available, and whether solo or in a group. Not everyone can 
solo climb. IP should also check the integrity of whatever they are going to climb. IP should 
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also have plan for crossing the top and climbing down the other side, the back side of the 
barrier may be steep, drop-off, or present other hazards. Also the IP should try to get visual of 
the top of any barrier since it may contain broken glass, razor wire, or expose themselves to 
enemy. 


24.2.7.2. Built in Climbing Aids 


Many structures and some barriers already have built in climbing aids. IP can use drainpipes, 
adjacent trees, available scaffolds, and utility fixtures (pipes, conduit, wires, etc.) as ready-made 
ladders. In some cases the way the structure is built provides another built-in “ladder” allowing 
IP to use the structural supports such as cables, girders, beams, etc (Figure 24-29). 


Po 


Figure 24-29 Ready-Made Ladders 
24.2.7.3. Climbing Order 


IP may want to use any climbing aids such as wooden pallets, two by fours, pipes, barrels, 
dumpsters, boxes, improvised rope, grappling hooks (improvised from rucksack, metal pole, rock, 
wooden plank, etc.), weapons sling, belts, electrical cords, linens, clothing, etc. Even another IP 
in a group situation can help the other IP to get up onto the barrier. In this case the climbing order 
should be a consideration. The IP leader may want to send the best climber up first, so they can 
assist subsequent climbers. Also, having the largest person cross second to last and the 
smallest/most athletic cross last may be decisions to consider. 


24.2.7.4. Climbing Using Hand and Foot Holds 


An IP climbing in an urban environment should choose a route offering hand- and foot-holds. 
When they climb they should maintain three points of contact while carrying their weight over 
their feet using their hands mostly for balance. The types of holds will vary with the location and 
type of barrier, the IP will likely find themselves using a mix of push-, pull-, jam-, counter 
force/opposing pressure, friction (chimney climb), and jumping techniques. 
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24.2.7.5. Assisted Climbing 


In group situations, the type of barrier and the number in the group will determine the type of 
climbing TTPs used. Climbing can involve one or two people lifting the climber by making a 
catch for the climber’s heel or a supported lift. A supported lift is were the first person to the wall 
makes a solid frame by putting their feet shoulder width apart (for stability) with their back against 
the wall and legs bent to create a step for the second person (first climber), the second person steps 
on the thigh of the first person then stands on their shoulders, and then the first person fully extends 
upward to give second person a boost. In any type of assisted climbing, the first climber on the 
wall must also make a solid frame on top before assisting others, they can do this by laying on the 
wall with their legs straddling both sides, on backside of wall they should extend their leg and arm 
to wedge and brace for the lift, on the climber side of wall they should bend their leg at knee to 
hook their foot on top of wall, then they extend their free arm towards climber, and pull while the 
second climber uses the leg and out-stretched hand of the individual straddling the wall to assist. 


24.2.8. Structures 


Reasons an IP would enter a structure during an urban evasion event could be to use it as a hide 
site or hole up area, to regroup, to break contact, as a strong hold point to defend against the enemy, 
or a combination of these reasons. In most cases using a structure should be considered a last 
resort since structures are built to house people (people catch people), so what and who are 
encountered on entering is unknown. Obviously for this reason if an IP determines they must enter 
a structure they should avoid any that are obviously occupied. IP should also consider that many 
structures are not occupied 24/7 or even that only part is occupied depending on the time of day, 
indigenous personnel may show up at any time as in example people may leave their houses empty 
during the day or may sleep on the roof at night (Figure 24-30). 
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Figure 24-30 Structures 
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24.2.8.1. Entering a Structure 


How an IP enters should support their type of movement such as if disguise movement is being 
used the disguised IP would draw less attention by using an unlocked door or possible a large battle 
damaged hole and just walking in. No matter what type of entry point it is in tactical and evasion 
movements the IP should always plan a concealed route to the point of entry. Other urban evasion 
entry points which an IP may use are subsurface holes, windows (subsurface, surface, or upper 
story), openings from battle damage, HVAC vents, roof tops, or attic entries. While alternate entry 
points are less likely to be booby trapped, an IP should always be observant for any signs. 


24.2.8.2. Locating Hiding Sites and Surveillance Points 


Once inside, the IP should locate hide sites and surveillance points. The IP should also determine 
alternate hide sites, existing points, and escape routes. The IP’s movement may also involve going 
from one structure to another using different routes like sewers, roof top to roof top, shared walls, 
etc (Figure 24-31). 


Figure 24-31 Alternate Exits and Escape Routes 


24.2.8.3. Possible Signaling and Recovery within a Structure 


Once inside the structure, the IP may want to determine if any other needs can be met within the 
confines of the structure such as the roof top being used for covert signaling and recovery or 
finding a water source. 


24.2.9. Subsurface 


Most heavily populated and older urban environments have some type of extensive subsurface 
systems of utility tunnels for steam, water, gas, sewage, and storm water. This availability is one 
of many reasons an IP may decide to use an urban subsurface location, others are it may offer them 
easy cover, concealed means of travel, or it may seem to be an area with limited contact with 
people (Figure 24-32). 
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Figure 24-32 City Tunnels 


24.2.9.1. Others that use Subsurface Systems 


An IP needs to remember that others may use a subsurface system for similar reasons or the very 
nature of the subsurface system may drive the enemy to protect and guard it as much, if not more, 
than many surface areas i.e. a city’s palatable water system. Other local inhabitants may include 
homeless, vagrants, and squatter populations which maybe on the increase due to the conflict 
which caused the isolating event. 


24.2.9.2. Hazards and Obstacles 
Besides contact with people there are other subsurface hazards and obstacles such as: 


e IP may encounter dangerous gas buildup which could lead to asphyxiation or explosion. The 
IP may have difficult time identifying this since many gases are odorless. The presence of 
rodents may indicate safe air supply, but many gases will rise and fill the top portion of tunnels 
leaving breathable air for rodents and several types of rodents can hold their breath for 10-15 
minutes. 


Sewers may have times were large quantities of water are released this could be by man-made 
design or during natural events like rainstorms or melting snow. Sewers in these cases may fill 
up very rapidly causing a flash flood effect drowning an IP. Even if this does not occur, the 
amount of normal water activity, flow, and slipperiness may cause difficulties for an IP (Figure 
24-33). 


While underground an IP’s navigation aids may not work, making it difficult, if not impossible, 
to maintain direction and knowledge of location. 
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e Just like an IP’s navigational aids, communication equipment may not work. Signals may not 
broadcast out to the surface, as well as the IP needing to have easy access to the surface to use 
other signaling devises. Additionally, while subsurface the IP may miss opportunities for 
recovery. 


e Other factors an IP may have to deal with in a subsurface location would be the darkness may 
require them to use/have a light source., the confined space may provide few exists with little 
room to maneuver, sounds travel long distances, and problems with animals. 


Figure 24-33 Sewer Entrance 


24.2.9.3. Entry Points 


Subsurface entry points such as subway, underground rail system, sewers, vehicle tunnels, and 
utility tunnels may have security guards, gates, turnstiles, cameras, as well as be locked, bolted or 
welded closed. IP may try to access these through manholes, maintenance entry points, 
subway/rail tunnels (using a disguise), service doors, or culverts. When these access points are 
secured an IP can attempt to pry open using bolts, metal, sticks, or as a last resort their knife (since 
it may be easier to break and not replaceable). IP can also try to defeat the lock. The difficulty in 
this is for the IP to have the time to attempt this since disguising these actions may be impossible 
(Figure 24-34). 


Figure 24-34 Under-Building Entrance 


24.2.9.4. Disguising Access to an Entry 


Once opened, an IP will usually want to disguise the fact that the entry way has been accessed. In 
the case of manholes, the IP should pre-position the cover right side up to secure back in place. 
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Since not every country uses round manhole covers, the IP should be careful not to drop the cover 
into hole. To make re-opening a manhole cover easier an IP may use a piece of debris to wedge it 
open or line attached to debris/stick through the "pick holes," which is where an official would 
insert a hook handle to lift them. 


24.2.9.5. Subterranean Locations 


Allow gases to dissipate for 15 minutes (time permitting) before entering enclosed subterranean 
locations. IP should assess depth to reach the floor of the subsurface location to determine a safe 
entry procedure (ladder, rope, climbing techniques). 


24.2.9.6. Transitioning Above and Below the Ground Undetected 


If using subsurface location, IP will need to transition between above and below ground 
undetected. IP need to ensure security and counter observation measures are taken prior to leaving 
concealment. IP need to stop, look and listen for threats, get a visual of surrounding area, identify 
the next point of concealment, exit, blend the exit point to look undisturbed, and then move to the 
new point of concealment. 


24.2.10. Ground Vehicle 


A vehicle may play the critical role of bringing the potential IP into the urban isolating event or 
helping to extract the IP from the urban isolating event, it is therefore imperative that judgment, 
rational thinking and safety permeate all the actions between the individual and a vehicle (Figure 
24-35). 


Figure 24-35 Operations involving Vehicles 


24.2.10.1. Potential IP and a Vehicle 


The kind of car, where it is driven, and where it is park all influences the vulnerability to terrorist 
attempts to kidnap or car bomb the potential IP. If possible, potential IP should use a plain car that 
doesn't attract attention as a "rich American" this may help lower the terrorist target profile. 
Consideration should also be given to avoid using government cars that immediately identify an 
association with the US Government. IP need to understand their options and how to prepare, 
utilize, and procure a vehicle to meet their needs in case of an isolating event. 


24.2.10.1.1. Ground Vehicle Preparation 


Ensure all personnel are briefed on emergency procedures for each individual’s role with the 
following possibilities, vehicle under fire operations; vehicle incapacitated operations, PR 
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aspects/procedures, urban evasion operations, and areas identified for recovery (AIR). 


e Practice of vehicle to vehicle recovery operations and tactics (with and without hostiles) is 
advised to help ensure the safety of occupants and prepare potential IP. 


e Each potential IP should have their tactical and mandatory emergency equipment. At a 
minimum, a minimum recommendation for each vehicle should have a medical/trauma kit, hit- 
n-run bag, GPS, local street maps, and some type of communication devise with 
communication procedures for multiple contacts. Ensure all vehicle occupants are fully aware 
of the contents and use of all equipment items. Communication devises should have 
programmed emergency numbers as well as the numbers of the other vehicle’s contact 
information and a hard copy contact numbers. All items needing it will be fully charged with 
spare batteries. 


Prior to Traveling. Be familiar with vehicle prior to driving it; found out the vehicle’s specific 
information for operating it. Vehicle will be inspected for all fluid levels to ensure operation 
of vehicle. All rubbish and trash will be removed from the inside of the vehicle to avoid 
creating additional shrapnel. Any modifications to interior or exterior of vehicle will be 
checked (i.e., chicken wire over windows, sandbags in interior, and etc.). Be current with local 
procedures. 


Identify the number of vehicles and occupants needed to be in compliance with Force 
Protection standards. 


All occupants are aware of any bona fides, passwords, counter-passwords, and etc needed to 
ensure safe passage of vehicle through checkpoints and recovery of personnel during a PR 
event. 


The driver’s main job is to drive. Other occupants will have assigned tacks. Front passenger 
seat “SHOTGUN?” will be armed with a 9mm, M-16, or a GAU-5. If SHOTGUN is armed 
with an M-16, they will sit in the back seat for ease of access to weapon and maneuverability. 
SHOTGUN will need easy access to weapon as well as the ability to maintain control of 
weapon. If there are other passengers carried in the vehicle, weapons will be charged and on 
SAFE. SHOTGUN or if available, other passengers will have access to communication devise 
to contact other vehicles or follow communication procedures in case of emergency. 


24.2.10.1.2. Vehicle Inspection 


Always lock the vehicle and place in secure location. If vehicle has to be left in an unsecured 
location, ensure that it is dusty and/or dirty prior to leaving it so that signs of tampering may be 
more obvious. Observe the area you have left the vehicle at try to identify memorable features of 
the surrounding area. Look over any other vehicles parked near the vehicle. Visually review the 
area within two feet of where the IP parked the vehicle prior to leaving. It is much easier to notice 
changes and disturbances if known what it was before. Inspecting the vehicle on return should 
start with a visual inspection and then work its way to a physical contact with the vehicle. The 
potential IP should break the search down into three areas: the surrounding area around the vehicle, 
the exterior of the vehicle, and the interior of the vehicle. 


e Surrounding area: Look for signs of activity or any additional threats. Be observant for any 
unusual signs or changes to the area. Look for items that may have fallen out of someone’s 
pockets while they were on the ground around your vehicle. 
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e Exterior: Inspect the four areas of the exterior front, sides, back, and underside. Each area 
needs to be looked at and checked for changes. Note any unusual hand prints or signs that 
your “dirty” vehicle has been disturbed. 


e Interior: Inspection of interior breaks down into five areas: under dash, under seats, under 
baggage, engine compartment, and the trunk. 


24.2.10.1.3. Leaving the Departure Point 


The lead driver will set the pace through the streets and urban locations. Matching traffic flow is 
imperative, but discretion is advised. The key is to keep moving without becoming a danger to 
other drivers. Vehicles must stay joined at all costs (within safety guidelines). The lead driver 
sets the pace, and works the movement to keep both vehicles joined. 


24.2.10.1.4._ Ground Vehicle Related Isolating Event 


One of the most important aspects is recognizing impending hazards BEFORE they become a 
problem. Early recognition allows the time a potential IP needs to possibly avoid trouble. It is 
vitally important that drivers as well as passengers recognize and become IMMEDIATELY aware 
of what they see while driving. Using EYES and MIND to analyze what is seen for potential 
dangers. It is imperative that all personnel remain alert for anything that appears suspicious. Some 
examples may include slowing vehicles that contain a large group of men, fast moving vehicles 
approaching from the rear, crowds on the street that may appear interested in the passage of the 
vehicles, or the opposite unusual/unexplained absence of local citizens. Decoys have also been 
used by terrorist against personnel traveling in ground vehicles. Decoys are used to slow the 
vehicles in order for a passerby to attempt assaulting the vehicle or vehicles. Some examples of 
decoys that have been used in the past are someone walking an animal across the road, children 
playing ball in the street, a cyclist falling in front of your car, a flagman or workman stopping your 
car, an unusual detour, and an auto break down. These decoys are done in attempt to get the 
vehicle deliberately struck, by other cars or pedestrian traffic that box the vehicle in, allowing for 


Figure 24-36 Decoys 


e Reactions must be quick, with full awareness of any governing procedures (i.e., General 
Orders, specific policies, and or standard ROEs in place) and safety of all the personnel 
traveling, as well as passersby. Do not attempt to force an issue, but in the same vein, be 
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prepared to be innovative in order to get vehicles and personnel through in a timely and safe 
manner. If one vehicle becomes incapacitated, the other vehicle acts as cover while the 
procedures for this event under the current situation are carried out i.e., vehicle to vehicle 
transfer of personnel under hostile fire. 


24.2.10.1.5. Evening Travel 


Unless ROEs dictate otherwise, when approaching any guarded gate, driver will dim headlights at 
a discrete distance so as not to blind the guards. Interior lights will be on to facilitate identification 
of occupants. Since nighttime operations are considered the most dangerous. The vehicle 
occupants will be doubly alert for such possibilities as: 


e One-light or no-light approaching vehicles crowding the centerline. 
e People or stray animals moving across the road. 
24.2.10.1.6. Defensive Driving 


Terrorist acts against individuals, such as kidnappings, usually occur outside the home and after 
the victim's habits have been established through surveillance over a period of time. The terrorist 
will attempt to exploit predictable habits such as routes traveled between home, the work place, 
and commonly frequented local facilities. The potential IP should vary these routes as much as 
possible. A potential IP can take certain measures to reduce the chances of being kidnapped from 
your car or the victim of a car bombing. 


e Check occasionally to see if another car is following the potential IP. If the potential IP thinks 
they are being followed, they should circle the block or change directions several times to 
confirm the presence of surveillance, make note of a description of the car and its occupants, 
if possible. While it is okay to let the surveillants know they have been seen, do not under any 
circumstances take any action that might provoke them or that could lead to confrontation. If 
the surveillants do not stop following, the potential IP should drive directly to the nearest safe 
haven, such as a US military base or the US Embassy and advise the appropriate security or 
police authorities. Additionally using a communication devise (cell phone or radio) may also 
work to notify the US Government of the situation (Figure 24-37). 


Embassy of the United States 
of America 
» = egal selon Setenos: Unidos 


Figure 24-37 U.S. Embassy 


— The potential IP should learn to recognize and be alert to events that could signal the 
start of a plan to stop the car and take captives, such as a decoy. Such events block and 
box in the vehicle allowing the terrorist to have a more effective attack. If attacked, 
the potential IP will have to make instantaneous decisions with very limited time to 
weigh all the consequences. By mentally and physically rehearsing courses of action 
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to probable scenarios, the potential IP can better react under various similar 
circumstances. In traumatic and emergency situations, rarely, if ever, do individuals 
rise to the occasion, what does happen is that individuals tend to psychologically and 
physiology default to their training. 


— Options may be very limited for the potential IP. A potential IP can sound the horn to 
possibly draw attention, this may, at least, help ensure there will be witnesses to observe 
and report the individual going from potential IP to IP. The potential IP can attempt to 
drive away to escape. If the vehicle needs to go over the curb, hit it at a 30-45 degree 
angle with a maximum speed of 35 mph, increasing speed afterwards. If the path is 
blocked by a vehicle across the road, the potential IP can, at some risk, ram the blocking 
vehicle in an effort to spin it out of the way. The potential IP should attempt to hit the 
other vehicle on an angle, with the impact focused on the wheel you want to move out 
of the way. 


24.2.10.1.7. IP anda Vehicle 


If an IP did not have a vehicle prior to an isolating, interaction with a vehicle will occur in two 
main ways. The first way is as a captive, the enemy has the potential to transport an IP by a vehicle 
during all or any phase of captivity all types of detention. The second way is the IP may use a 
vehicle as part of their evasion or escape. 
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1. Vehicle and Captivity. Once an IP has been forced into a vehicle, depending on the type 


of detention (wartime, peacetime governmental detention, and terrorist/hostage detention) 
and the captor, they may be blindfolded, beaten (to cause compliance, docility, or 
unconsciousness), drugged, or forced to lie face down on the floor of the vehicle. In some 
instances, hostages have been forced into trunks or specially built compartments for 
transporting contraband by terrorists. If drugs are administered, do not resist. Their 
purpose will be to sedate you and make you more manageable. It is probably better to be 
drugged than to be beaten unconscious. If the IP is conscious, they should follow their 
captors’ instructions. While being confined and transported, the IP should not struggle. 
The IP should try to remain calm so they can concentrate on surviving. The IP should 
attempt to visualize the route they are being taken on, making a mental note of turns, street 
noise, smells, etc. The IP should try to keep track of the amount of time spent between 
points. This knowledge can assist the IP during escape or be of importance once rescued 
or returned in an effort to determine where they were held (Figure 24-38). 


Figure 24-38 Taken Hostage 


2. Vehicle and Evasion/Escape. A useful vehicle in an urban environment may be a bicycle, 
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motorcycle, car, or truck. An IP may determine to access/use a vehicle while evading in 
an urban environment for several reasons. The IP may be able to use resources obtained 
from the vehicle such as water, food, mirrors, flares, blankets, seat covers, foam insulation, 
clothing, tools, tire iron, jack, etc. If an IP uses a vehicle for resources they should try to 
make it look undisturbed covering the theft. When the theft of the resources cannot be 
hidden the IP may want to ensure it looks more like a random act of vandalism or theft 
verses a theft for basic survival items by an evader (Figure 24-39). 


The IP may determine that a vehicle will make a good hide site or immediate action evasion 
shelter (Figure 24-40). 


The last thing an IP may use a vehicle for is a tool to help travel facilitating an escape or their 
evasion. There are as many problems as benefits to using a vehicle for escape and evasion, the 
IP will need to weigh these to determination a course of action. 
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Figure 24-39 Vehicle Resources 


Figure 24-40 Hiding under Vehicle 


When an IP chooses a vehicle, they should treat it as a potential trap and be ready to encounter 
people. The IP should select an unoccupied or abandoned vehicle. Observe the vehicle prior 
to approaching being aware of any occupants (people or animals) and whether the vehicle is 
guarded, alarmed, under observation, or booby trapped. Another consideration on selecting 
the vehicle is the ease of entry and based on why the IP is accessing it, the ease of getting it to 
start to drive away. 


Once the IP has selected the vehicle they should look for an unlocked vehicle or one with an 
open window. If the vehicle is locked the IP should search for a spare key. If there is no spare 
key found the IP has two options. Option one is to try to pick or shim the vehicles lock. Option 
two is to break the vehicle’s window or pry open the vehicle’s door or trunk. The problem 
with these two options is that there are tools and resources needed to accomplish these, it takes 


time, it creates noise, theft draws attention to the IP’s presence, and all or any of these may not 
allow the IP the time to procure from the vehicle or start it to drive away. 


24.2.10.2. Public Transportation 


Depending on the type of social-political environment, isolating event, and ability of the IP to 
blend in, an urban evader may find themselves able to use public transportation (Figure 24-41). 


e Public transportation may include trains, buses, and ferries. The use of public transportation 
may be worth the risk to get the IP quickly away from the isolating event while allowing them 
the opportunity to blend into a crowd. An IP must know if there are any pre-requirements to 
using these forms of travel such as travel passes, identification checks, paperwork for crossing 
borders, travel tickets, and even a simple thing like needing exact change may hold up the IP. 
Of course the IP should have an understanding of the local language and culture. 


e An IP must also consider that public transportation hubs may have fixed or incidental security 
measures such as check points, cameras, biometrics security measures, security details (doing 
searches and/or checking paperwork), and dog teams (Figure 24-42). 


IP that have used public transportation before have found having a means of avoiding 
conversations by reading or sleeping to be a practical way to blend in and minimize the 
potential to make a mistake. 


Figure 24-42 Security Measures 
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24.2.11. Urban Foraging 


Foraging in an urban environment will involve the IP using skills already discussed in the 
sustenance and evasion chapters, but there are additional TTPs specific to an urban evader. 


24.2.11.1. Urban Food 


In locations with a large density population an urban IP may be able to find food and resources 
discarded by retailers. An urban evader may be able to procure food (and other resources) by 
pulling it out of the trash (bins), a practice commonly nicknamed "dumpster diving" or 
“freeganism” in North America and "bin diving" or "skipitarianism" in the UK (so called because 
the person's diet mostly involves eating out of a skip). Retail suppliers of food such as 
supermarkets, grocery stores, and restaurants routinely throw away food in perfectly good 
condition, often because it is approaching its sell-by date (without thereby becoming dangerous), 
might look unpleasant, be in damaged packaging, or that the food is not entirely sealed (Figure 
24-43). 


Figure 24-43 Urban Foraging 


24.2.11.1.1. Urban Gardens and Vegetation 


The IP could steal from urban gardens using TTPs identified in the food and evasion chapters. 
Many larger urbanized locations will plant vegetation which has edible parts or be used 
medicinally just for ornamental reasons, while the planter’s will not necessarily considered them 
a resource, using TTPs to avoid being caught an IP can use these to maintain their health (Figure 
24-44), 
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Figure 24-44 Urban Garden 
24.2.11.1.2. Urban Game 


Many urbanized areas have locations teeming with animal life. From streams, rivers, and ponds 
that are stocked with fish ready to be caught using concealed fishing techniques to pigeons which 
can be trapped or hunted. When procuring small game the IP should use TTPs identified in the 
food and evasion chapters modified to remain concealed and to blend in to the urban environment. 
Game procurement and preparation will need to take in precautions related to disease and disease 
carrier possibilities. As mentioned in the evasion food procurement, IP must be on the lookout for 
guard dogs and other territorial animals, such as geese, which may attack or at the very least sound 
an alarm (Figure 24-45). 
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Figure 24-45 Territorial Animals 
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24.2.11.2. Urban Water 


When the situation dictates, it is recommended that an IP modifies evasion water procurement 
TTPs to met water needs in an urban environment. Depending on the culture, IP procuring water 
from normal “field” water sources (lakes, springs, streams, rivers, pools, and ponds) in an urban 
environment may draw attention to themselves. In an urban area, available water sources may be 
contaminated with chemicals and pollutants. Selecting the safest possible source of water will 
greatly diminish the danger of ingesting harmful water or getting captured. Recommended water 
sources include: 


24.2.11.2.1. Well Water 


Water from wells or other underground sources having natural filtration will be the safer from 
some chemicals and pollutants produced by the local population or due to the type of conflict 
occurring (Figure 24-46). 


Figure 24-46 Urban Water Source 
24.2.11.2.2. Contained Water 


Any water in the pipes or containers of abandoned houses or stores should also be free from 
chemicals and pollutants, and, therefore, relatively safe to drink. However, precautions will have 
to be taken against bacteria in the water. 


24.2.11.2.3. Purify Water 


As in any water procurement opportunity, the IP should purify the water whenever possible (see 
chapter 16 “Water”). 


MARK C. NOWLAND, Lt Gen, USAF 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations 
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Attachment 2 - Acronyms 


Acronym | Definition 


5 A’s Anchor 

Assistance 

Air 

Accessory Bag 

Assessment 
ABCCC Airborne Battlefield Command and Control Center 
ACDE Aircrew Chemical Defense Ensemble 
ADF Automatic Direction Finding 
AGL Above Ground Level 
AIR Area(s) Identified for Recovery 
AO Area of Operations 
AOR Area of Responsibility 
AUTO A — Around/Avoid 

U — Under 

T — Through 

O — Over 
AVPU Alert, Verbal, Pain, Unconscious 
BFT Blue-Force Tracker 
BLISS (Acronym for Urban) B — Blend into the background 

L — Low profile 

I — Irregular 

S — Survive 
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Acronym | Definition 


S — Secluded 

BMI Body Mass Index 

C2 Command and Control 

C2ISR Command, Control, Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissance 

CAC Conduct after Capture 

CALICS Communication, Authentication, Location, Intentions, 
Condition, Situation 

CAP Crisis Action Plan 

CBRNE Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and High Yield 
Explosives 

CD Chemical Defense 

CIAT International Center for Tropical Agriculture 

CII Critical Information Item 

CIK Crypto Ignition Key 

CJCSI Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Instruction 

COA Course of Action 

CoC Code of Conduct 

COCOM Combatant Command 

CONOPS Concept of Operations 

CONUS Continental United States 

COSPAS Cosmicheskaya Sistyema Poiska Avariynich Sudov (Russian 
space system for search of vessels in distress) 

CPR Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 

CRO Combat Rescue Officer 

CSAR Combat Search and Rescue 

CSEL Combat Survivor Evader Locator 

CSI Contingency SERE Indoctrination 

CST Combat Survival Training 

DAR Directed Area for Recovery 
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Acronym | Definition 


DDES Distance, Direction, Elevation, and Shape 

DF Direction Finding 

DIA Defense Intelligence Agency 

DME Distance Measuring Equipment 

DOD Department of Defense 

DPMO Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office 

DRC Disposition Record Card 

E&E Evasion and Escape 

E&R Evasion and Recovery 

EAI Executive Agent Instruction 

EAP Emergency Action Plan 

ECAC Evasion and Conduct After Capture 

ELT Emergency Locator Transmitter 

EMSEC Emanations Security 

EPA Evasion Plan of Action 

ESR External Supported Recovery 

EVC Evasion Chart 

FEBA Forward Edge of the Battle Area 

GNC Global Navigation Chart 

GPRS Global Personal Recovery System 

GPS Global Positioning System 

GPW Geneva Conventions Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of 
War 

GTAS Ground-to-Air Signals 

HUMINT Human Intelligence 

IAD Immediate Action Drill 

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross 

IFAK Individual First Aid Kit 
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Acronym | Definition 


IFF Identification, Friend or Foe 

INMARSAT International Maritime Satellite 

IP Isolated Personnel 

IPG Isolated Personnel Guidance 

IR Infrared 

ISOPREP Isolated Personnel Report 

ISR Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance 
JAOC Joint Air Operations Center 

JNC Jet Navigation Chart 

JOG Joint Operational Graphic 

JPRC Joint Personnel Recovery Center 

JPRCC Joint Personnel Recovery Coordination Center 
JPRSP Joint Personnel Recovery Support Product 
JRCC Joint Reception Coordination Center 
JSRC Joint Search and Rescue Center 

JTTP Joint Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures 
LEU Low Earth Orbit 

LIMFAC Limiting Factor 

LOAC Law of Armed conflict 

LOC Line of Communications 

LOP Line of Position 

LOS Line of Sight 

LPE Low Probability of Exploitation 

LPU Life Preserver Unit 

LUT Local User Terminal 

LZ Landing Zone 

MAJCOM Major Command 

MCC Mission Coordination Center 
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Acronym | Definition 


MCW Modulated Continuous Wave 
MGRS Military Grid Reference System 
mIRC Microsoft Internet Relay Chat 
MOA Memorandum of Agreement 

MOB Main Operating Base 

MOOTW Military Operations Other Than War 
MOPP Mission-Oriented Protective Posture 
MSL Mean-Sea-Level 

NAR Nonconventional Assisted Recovery 
NGO Nongovernmental Organization 
NSRP National Search and Rescue Plan 
NVD Night Vision Device 

NVG Night Vision Goggle(s) 

OGA Other Government Agency 

ONC Operational Navigation Chart 
OPCON Operational Control 

OPLAN Operation Plan 

OPORD Operation Order 

OPR Office of Primary Responsibility 
OPS Operations 

PAR Primary Area of Recovery 

PET Polyethylene Terephthalate 

PFD Personal Flotation Device 

PLB Personal Locator Beacon 

PLS Personal Locator System 

PR Personnel Recovery 

PRK Personnel Recovery Kits 

PRO Personnel Recovery Officer 


Acronym | Definition 


PSK Personal Survival Kit 

PTT Push-to-Talk 

PW Prisoner of War 

RCC Rescue Coordination Center 

RM Recovery Mechanism 

ROE Rules of Engagement 

RSA Radio Set Adapter 

RT Recovery Team 

SA Situational Awareness 

SAFE Selected Area For Evasion 

SAR Search and Rescue 

SERE Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape 
SODIS Safe Drinking Water in 6 Hours 
SOFA Status of Forces Agreement 

SPINS Special Instructions 

TIG Thermal Insulating Garment 

TPC Tactical Pilotage Chart 

TTP Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures 
UAR Unconventional Assisted Recovery 
UARM Unconventional Assisted Recovery Mechanism 
UAV Unarmed Aerial Vehicle 

UCMJ Uniform Code of Military Justice 
UHF Ultra-high Frequency 

USG United States Government 

UTM Universal Transverse Mercator 
VHF Very High Frequency 
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